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EDINBURGH: 


TO 


Mr  WILLIAM  SMELLIE 


5 


MEMBER  OF  THE  ANTIQUARIAN  AND  ROYAL 
SOCIETIES  OF  EDINBURGH, 


Dumfries,  April  1792. 

Permit  me,  my  dear  Sir,  to  addrefs 
thefe  Sketches  of  Natural  Hiftory  to  you. 
Believe  me,  it  is  not  from  motives  of  va¬ 
nity  that  I  wilh  to  prefix  the  name  of  a 
man  fo  well  known,  and  fo  defervedly 
elteemed,  in  the  literary  world,  to  a  per¬ 
formance  fo  little  calculated  to  afford  any 
degree  of  credit  to  his  patronage ;  but 
merely  becaufe  you  lately  expreffed  a  de¬ 
fire  of  having  it  fubmitted  to  your  exa¬ 
mination  j  and  I  really  know  nobody  to 

whofe 
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whofe  candid  criticifms  I  would  fo  glad¬ 
ly  commend  it.  Befi'des,  after  it  has  once 
undergone  a  few  corrections  from  your 
improving  hand,  l  fhal!  feel  lefs  timid  in 
offering  it  to  the  perufal  of  thofe  friends 
for  whofe  entertainment  and  information 
it  was  originally  written.  IF T  have  been 
fuccefsful  enough  to  make  it  anfwer  ei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  views,  l.afiure  you  my  hopes 
and  ambition  will  be  fully  gratified.  It 
is  by  no  means  fo  correct  as  1  could  have 
wifhed  ;  for,  although  a  great  part  of  it 
was  written  in  an  ifland,  where  I  lived  in 
an  almoft  total  feclufion  from  fociety  and 
didipation,  yet  my  marriage  (which  took 
place  foon  after)  by  obtruding  on  me  a 
number  of  domeftic  occupations,  inter¬ 
rupted  my  courfe  of  ffudy,  and  prevented 
me  from  Sniffling,  with  any  degree  of  ac¬ 
curacy,  an  undertaking  that  required  more 
time  and  labour  than  I  had  then  leifure 


to  beilow  on  it-  Such,  however,  as  it  is, 
3  will  fubmir  it  to  your  in-ye£Ho.n  and 
that  of  a  few  friends,  whofe  partiality, 
perhaps,  for  its  writer,  more  than  a  y  in- 
trinfic  merit  it  can  lay  claim  to,  may  in¬ 
cline  them  to  regard  it  in  a  favourable 
point  of  view. 

In  my  fketch  of  the  Natural  Uiflory  of 
Antigua,  I  nave  adopted  the  zoological 
clarification  of  Mr  Pennant,  as  being 
more  elegant  and  perfpicuous,  and  better 
adapted  to  the  fimplicity  of  my  plan,  than 
the  grand  fcale  upon  which  the  immortal 
Linnaeus  has  ereffed  his  Syftema  Natu¬ 
rae.  I  have,  however,  always  made  ufe 
of  his  generic  and  fpecific  names,  becaufe 

they  are  now  the  nxoft  univerfally  receiv* 
ed  by  naturalifts. 


(  viii  ) 

In  the  botanical  part  of  my  hiftory  of 
Antigua,  I  have  given  the  Linnaean  names 
to  every  plant  where  I  could  undoubtedly 
afcertain  them  to  be  the  proper  ones  *,  to 
fome  few,  which  1  could  not  be  fo  cer¬ 
tain  of,  I  have  contented  myfelf  with  pre¬ 
fixing  the  names  that  were  current  for 
*  them  in  the  country. 

And  now,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have 
commended  my  book  to  your  indulgence, 
I  mu  ft  conclude,  by  commending  your- 
felf  to  that  Power,  who  has  already  be¬ 
llowed  on  you  three  of  the  greateft  blelT* 
ings  in  his  difpofat — a  head  formed  for 
the  (ludy  and  contemplation  of  his  own 
works,  a  heart  glowing  with  benevolence 

to  all  his  creatures,  and  a  faculty  of  dif~ 
pofing  the  minds  of  all  who  know  you  to 

fentiments  of  friendfiiip  and  efieem. 


Believe 


Beheve  me,  there  are  few  who  poflefs 
a  higher  degree  oi  both,  than  your  fm<. 
cereiy  obliged  and  faithful 
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MADEIRA. 


The  gentle  fpring  which  but  falutes  us  here , 

Inhabits  there ,  and  courts  them  all  the  year. — WALLER. 

Hie  ver  per petuum^  atque  alienis  menfibus  aejlas. — virg* 

I  LEFT  England  on  the  1  ith  of  April  178 8,. 

and  embarked,  from  Portfmouth,  on  board 
the  Britannia,  a  merchant  fhip,  commanded  by 
Captain  Woodyear.  The  party  confided  of  three 
gentlemen  and  two  ladies,  palfengers,  befides  my 
father,  mother,  and  myfelf. — The  weather  prov¬ 
ed  exceflively  calm,  and  it  was  not  till  the  25th 
that  we  came  in  fight  of  Porto  Santo j  the  next 
day  we  palled  the  Defertas,  a  cluder  of  little 
illands,  modly  uninhabited ;  the  cliffs  next  the 
fea  are  rugged  and  barren ;  but  the  larged,  call- 
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ed  the  Great  Deferta,  affords  pafturage  for  fheep; 
and  the  grey  canary  bird  is  found  there. 

The  ifland  of  Madeira  is  about  40  leagues  in 
circumference,  fltuated  in  16  deg.  of  W.  long, 
and  33  of  N.  lat.  We  landed  in  the  evening, 
through  the  moft  prodigious  furf  I  ever  faw  ; 
our  Englifh  built  boat  was  unable  to  withftand 
the  force  of  it,  and  we  were  obliged  to  fhift  from 
that  into  one  of  the  flat-bottomed  boats  of  the 
Portuguefe  ;  we  got  afhore,  however,  very  fafe- 
3v,  and  were  received  into  the  houfe  of  Mr  Bif- 
fet,  one  of  the  principal  wine-merchants  here, 
who  entertained  us  with  the  utmoh  politcnefs 
and  hofpitality. 

T  he  next  day  (being  Sunday)  we  went  to  hear 
mals  in  the  Great  Cathedral,  which  is  really  a 
noble  edifice,  and  ornamented  within  in  a  moft 
coflly  ftile;  it  is  built  of  white  ftone,  exceeding¬ 
ly  fpacious,  and  divided  into  little  alcoves,  or 
chapels  ;  fome  of  which  are  parted  by  a  pali- 
fade  of  maflive  filver,  near  fix  feet  high  from 

the 
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the  ground  ;  the  celling  is  beautifully  encrufted 
■with  mofaic  ;  the  walls  are  chiefly  lined  with 
marble,  and  hung  with  fine  tapeftry  and  pictures; 
the  altars  are  perfumed  with  frankincenfe,  and 
hung  round  with  curtains  of  fllver  tiflue  ;  and 
the  candleflicks  and  cenfers  of  gold,  covered 
with  precious  hones.  There  are  feveral  other 
Roman  Catholic  churches  at  Madeira;  the  Col- 
lege  Church,  in  particular,  is  remarkable  for  its 
elegance.  After  rnafs,  we  vifited  the  convent  of 
Santa-Clara,  who  is  a  faint  of  high  repute  among 
the  Portuguefe  ;  but,  notwithstanding  her  holy 
character,  the  votaries  of  her  order  at  Madeira 
are  not  very  numerous,  the  convent  including 
but  eighty  nuns,  and  no  novice  having  taken  the 
veil  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  This  is  a  very' 
ftrict  order  ;  for  even  the  females  of  our  party 
were  not  admitted  within  the  grate.  Indeed  the 
manflon  appeared  fo  gloomy  and  difmal,  that  I 
did  not  feel  much  inclination  to  pafs  its  barrier  * 
The  nuns  appeared  extremely  happy  in  our  com¬ 
pany,  and  entreated  us  to  renew  our  viflts  often; 
button  our  taking  leave  of  them,  they  adorned 
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a  very  melancholy  air,  and  candidly  confefled 
how  much  they  envied  us  our  liberty. 

The  day  after,  we  took  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  the  town,  which  is  fituated  on  a  bay  in 
the  S.  E.  part  of  the  ifland,  and  is  called  Fon- 
chal  (from  the  great  quantity  of  fennel  that  was 
found  growing  on  the  fliore.)  The  fort  is  placed 
at  a  little  diftance,  on  a  fmall  ifland  called  the 
Loo  Rock  ;  it  is  a  kind  of  Gothic  cable,  or 
tower,  defended  by  a  battery  of  cannon.  The 
town  is  dirty  and  fhabby,  though  by  no  means 
fmall j  the  houfes  are  mean  and  irregular;  the 
ftreets  are  dreadfully  ill  paved,  and  extremely 
narrow  ;  the  ufe  of  carriages  being  totally  un¬ 
known  at  Madeira,  the  inhabitants  convey  them- 
felves  in  hammocks  and  palanquins ;  and,  in- 
flead  of  carts,  they  employ  fledges  drawn  by  ox¬ 
en.  On  our  return  from  our  morning’s  ramble, 
we  received  a  vifit  from  Don  Henriquez  de  Cor- 
reya,  and  afterwards  dined  with  Mr  and  Mrs 
Achmuty. 


Tuefdav 
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Tuefday  morning  we  vifited  a  convent  of  Fran* 
cifcans,  which  is  reckoned  of  all  monaftic  orders 
the  moft  numerous.  All  forts  of  property  are 
forbidden  by  this  rule*  and  the  Friars  go  bare¬ 
footed;  their  habit  is  a  brown*  coarfe  huff*  with 
a  cowl  ;  and  they  have  a  cord  tied  round  their 
waift,  from  whence  they  affume  the  appellation 
of  Cordeliers.  They  are  alfo  forbidden  to  receive 
money  ;  but  I  had  a  very  entertaining  proof  of 
their  ingenious  equivocations  in  that  refpeft ; 
for*  on  offering  one  of  them  a  piece  of  money* 
he  held  up  his  hands  as  if  fearing  they  fhould 
be  polluted  by  the  touch*  at  the  fame  time  turn¬ 
ing  his  head*  pointed  to  a  little  pocket*  in  which 
I  accordingly  flipped  a  dollar  ;  and  it  had  fo 
good  an  effeft*  that  he  obligingly  offered  to  give 
us  a  fight  of  fome  of  the  reliefs  and  curiofities 
of  the  monaftery.  Among  others,  he  conduced 
us  into  a  cell  entirely  built  of  human  bones  and 
fkulls,  which  they  pretend  were  formerly  thofe 
of  their  moft  eminent  faints  and  martyrs  ;  they 
are  not  however  incorruptible *  but  are  beginning 
to  decay  very  faff*  and  exhibit  an  exceeding 
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ghattly  appearance.  When  we  returned  to  Mr* 
Bittet’s,  we  received  another  vifit  from  Don 
Henriquez  and  his  fitter  Donna  Helena  de  Cor- 
reya,  and  then  dined  with  Mr  and  Mrs  Lynch. 

Wednefday  we  went  to  fee  a  grand  procefllon 
in  honour  of  St  Francis,  and  afterwards  took  a 
walk  in  Donna  Guiomar’s  vineyards  ;  in  the 
evening  Mr  Bittet  gave  us  a  ball.. 

Thurfday  morning,  we  called  on  Donna  He¬ 
lena,  and  dined  with  a  large  party  at  Mr  La- 
cock’s  *,  we  had  a  ball  and  concert  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  Madeira,  were  it  properly  cultivated, 
might  juftly  be  termed  the  garden  of  the  world; 
the  ferenity  of  the  climate,  the  fertility  of  the 
foil,  every  thing  confpire  to  render  it  an  abfo- 
itite  terreftrial  paradife*,  and  it  only  requires  the 
nurturing  hand  of  art  to  give  the  fimfhing  touches 
to  a  feene  on  which  nature  has  fo  profufely  pour¬ 
ed  her  choiceft  treafures.  The  fcorching  heat 
of  fummer,  and  the  icy  chill  of  winter  are  here 
equally  unknown;  but  fpring  and  autumn  reign 

together. 
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together,  and  produce  flowers  and  fruit  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

Ripe  fruits  and  bloffoms  on  the  fame  tree  llvey 
At  once  they  prom  fe  ewjkat  at  once  they  give , 

~  WALLER.^ 


This  cleilrable  iiland  is  reported  to  have  been 
difcovered  by  an  Englifhman,  Captain  Mafham, 
in  or  about  the  year  1344,  and  was  conquered 
by  the  Portuguefe  (under  whofe  government  it 
hill  remains)  in  1437.  They  fet  fire  to  the  fo« 
refls,  which  burned  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
gave  the  foil  that  degree  of  fertility  which  it 
boafts  of  at  prefent. 

Friday  morning,  we  made  a  party  to  afcend 
the  mountain  and  to  view  the  country;  we  found 
the  afcent  very  fteep;  but  were  amply  repaid  for 
our  fatigues  by  the  charms  of  the  profpeCt,  which 
exhibits  a  continual  fucceffion  of  vineyards  that 
flourifh  in  the  utmoft  perfection.  The  vines  are 
trained  and  fupported  by  poles,  which  form 
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rows  of  colonades  and  arches  to  the  fummit  of 
the  mountain  \  the  vines  twining  their  flexible 
branches  in  arbours  over  head,  and  forming  an 
umbrage  impervious  to  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

Here  order  d  vines  in  equal  ranks  appear , 

With  all  tld  united  labours  of  the  year  ; 

Some  to  unload  the  fertile  branches  rim , 

Some  dry  the  blackening  clufters  in  the  fun  ; 

Others  to  tread  the  liquid  harvejls  join , 

* 

The  groaning  preffes  foam  with  foods  of  wine  ; 

Here  are  the  vines  in  early  fewer  defer ied , 

Here  grapes  dif colour'd  on  the  funny  fde> 

And  there  in  autumrf  s  richef  purple  dyd . 

homer's  Odyfley. 

This  ifland  abounds  in  every  kind  of  Tropical 
and  European  fruits  ;  as  oranges,  lemons  of  a 
prodigious  flze,  bananas,  citrons,  peaches,  figs, 
plumbs,  and  firawberries  that  grow  wild  in  the 
mountains  with  aftonifhing  profufion  *,  grapes 
which  are  as  large  as  our  common  plumbs,  and 
remarkable  for  their  peculiar  flavour  \  the  oram- 
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ges  here  are  of  a  fanguine  red.  This  fpecies  is 
produced  from  the  common  orange  bud  ingraft¬ 
ed  on  the  pomegranate  ftock.  There  is  likewife 
a  kind  of  pear  found  here,  not  bigger  than  a  wal¬ 
nut,  and  very  crifp.  The  fugar  cane  alfo  is  cul¬ 
tivated  with  fome  fuccefs,  though  not  in  any 
conliderable  quantity.  The  cedar  tree  is  found 
in  great  abundance  ;  it  is  extremely  beautiful ; 
molt  of  the  ceilings  and  furniture  at  Madeira  are 
made  of  that  wood,  which  yields  a  very  fragrant 
fmell.  The  dragon  tree  is  a  native  of  this  ifland. 
Flowers  nurfed  in  the  Englifh  green-houfes  grow 
wild  here  in  the  fields  *,  the  hedges  are  moftly 
formed  of  myrtle,  rofes,  jefTamine,  and  honey- 
fuckle  in  everlafling  blolTom,  while  the  larkfpur, 
the  fleur-de-lis,  the  lupin,  &c.  fpring  up  fponta- 
neoufly  in  the  meadows,  and  form  a  thoufand 
natural  parterres  of  embroidery.  There  are  very 
few  reptiles  to  be  feen  in  the  ifland  ;  the  lizard 
is  the  mofl  common.  Canary  birds  and  gold¬ 
finches  are  found  in  the  mountains  ;  of  the  for¬ 
mer  numbers  are  fent  every  year  to  England. 
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But  to  retui  n  to  my  journal.  After  we  had 
proceeded  about  half  way  up  the  mountain,  we 
found  a  little  hermitage,  htuated  on  the  brow  of 
a  hill,  and  dug  out  of  the  folid  rock  it  is  hung 
round  with  ivy,  and  confifcs  of  two  apartments 
or  caves,  in  which  the  embowering  trees  around 
reflect  a  gloomy  (hade  by  the  fide  of  it  is  a 
fountain,  with  a  Triton  in  the  midft  that  throws 
water  from  a  conque  fhell  to  an  amazing  height, 
and  forms  an  artificial  jet-d’eau . 

We  then  vifited  the  feat  of  Mr  Murray,  the 
Englifh  conful.  The  houfe  is  neat-,  but,  for  the 
gardens,  I  doubt  whether  thofe  of  Alcinous  fur- 
paffed  them  ;  every  tree  and  flowering  fhrub 
the  ifland  affords  are  here  affembled  and  difpof- 
ed  with  the  moft  exquiiite  tafte,  and  with  a  wild- 
nefs  that  leaves  you  in  doubt  whether  it  is  the 
work  of  art  or  nature  :  A  fountain  gullies  from 
the  fide  of  a  rock,  which  forms  itfelf  into  a  thou- 
fand  different  fhapes,  fometimes  rolling  down 
the  hill  in  cafcades,  then  gliding  like  a  rivulet 
among  the  fhrubs,  or  fpreading  a  limpid  flieet 
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of  water  over  a  verdant  carpet  enamelled  with 
flowers. 

We  dined  at  a  country-lioufe  of  Mr  Lacock’s. 
Mod:  of  the  merchants  have  little  cottages  on  the 
dope  of  the  hill,  furrounded  with  gardens  and  vine¬ 
yards,  which  have  a  very  pleating  effedt  in  the 
landfcape.  We  proceeded  in  the  evening  to  the 
fumm.it  of  tne  mountain,  on  which  is  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  church,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  whole 
image  is  yearly  carried  about  in  proceflion  through 
the  iiland  to  vifit  the  tick*,  and  I  was  allured  that 
it  conflantly  performed  the  moil  miraculous  cures e 
We  were  fortunate  enough  to  vifit  this  church 
on  the  eve  of  a  feftival,  and  found  it  filled  with 
young  girls,  who  were  bufily  employed  in  deck¬ 
ing  the  altars  with  wreaths  of  flowers,  and  crown¬ 
ing  the  waxen  images  of  the  Virgin  and  Child 
with  chaplets  of  myrtle  and  rofes.  The  church 
is  furrounded  with  a  triple  row  of  flnall  cannon, 
eight  or  nine  inches  long.  At  fun  fet  a  fignal 
was  given,  and,  after  the  evening  fervice  to  the 
Virgin  was  chanted,  they  were  difcharged  with 
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a  running  fire  the  reports  followed  each  other 
with  prodigious  rapidity,  and  the  mountain 
echoes  multiplying  and  prolonging  the  founds, 
gave  it  the  grandeft  effect  imaginable. 

Saturday  evening  we  paid  our  devoirs  to  Don 
Di<  ’go  the  governor,  and  his  lady  Donna  Louifa, 
who  entertained  us  with  an  elegant  ball  and  a 
concert. — On  Sunday,  Mr  and  Mrs  Lynch,  Mrs 
Achmuty,  Mr  M  after  ton,  and  Mr  Cafey,  (pent 
the  afternoon,  and  drank  tea  with -us. 


Monday,  we  called  to  take  leave  of  Donna 
Helena  de  Correya,  and  her  brother.  I  regret¬ 
ted  the  company  of  the  former  extremely  ;  lhe 
was  one  of  the  lovelieft  and  moft  amiable  girls  I 
ever  converted  with.  We  then  took  a  walk 
through  the  town,  and  viftted  the  fhops,  which  are 
very  indifferent  :  The  natives  are,  however,  re¬ 
markably  ingenious,  and  famous  for  their  lk  ill 
in  making  perfume,  paftes,  &c.  The  Portuguefe 
are  extremely  dark  complexioned,  but  have  fine 
eyes  and  teeth  j  the  women  are  in  general  hand- 
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feme  5  the  lower  clafs  of  people  here  are  indo¬ 
lent,  dirty,  and  much  addicted  to  theft  ;  they 
are  very  muftcal,  and  extremely  gallant.  You 
feldom  pafs  a  night  at  Madeira  without  hearing  a 
ferenade  of  guitars  and  mandolines  in  fome  part 
of  the  ftreet. 

1  had  the  curiofity,  during  my  hay  on  this 
ifland,  to  affift  at  one  of  their  funerals  ;  the  ce¬ 
remony  of  which  did  not  a  little  difguft  and  fur- 
prife  me.  The  corpfe  was  carried  by  porters  in 
an  open  hammock,  drefied  out  in  a  moft  fantafi* 
tic  manner;  and,  as  foon  as  it  was  brought  with¬ 
in  the  church,  the  bones  of  the  deceafed  were  all 
broken  one  after  another,  the  body  carelefsly 
thrown  into  the  ground  without  a  coffin,  and  the 
hole  filled  up  with  large  ft  ones. 

Tuefday,  May  the  6th,  we  took  leave  of  our 
lioft  Mr  Bidet.*  from  whom  we  received  the  great- 
eft  civility  and  attention,  and  embarked  again 
with  our  former  party  on  board  the  Britannia. 
At  four  o'clock  we  weighed  anchor,  and  fet  fail 
with  a  fair  wind  for  the  illand  of  St  Chriftopher  s. 
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BOUT  a  week  after  our  departure  from 


-*■  the  Madeiras,  we  got  into  the  trade 
winds,  and,  on  the  1 3th  of  May,  we  pa  fled  the 
Tropic  of  Cancer.  We  now  began  to  fee  a  va¬ 
riety  of  Tropic  birds  and  flying-fifhes*,  the  latter 
generally  appear  early  in  the  morning  to  avoid 
the  piercing  rays  of  the  meridian  fun,  which,  by 
quickly  drying  their  wings,  confiderably  impedes 
their  flight ;  for  the  pinions,  when  they  lofe 
their  moifture,  no  longer  retain  the  faculty  of 
tranfporting  the  animal  through  the  air  :  Some¬ 
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times  they  are  feen  foaring  high  above  the  flup9 
and  then  again  Ikimming  the  furface  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  with  their  tranfparent  wings.  The  phaeno- 
menon  of  the  luminous  lea,  well  known  to  na- 
turalifts,  is  almoft  conftantly  obferved  in  this 
part  of  the  ocean  ;  its  appearance  is  as  beautiful 
as  it  is  extraordinary  :  The  prow  of  the  Hi  ip , 
when  it  glides  with  velocity  through  the  water, 
fcatters  around  the  foam,  and  cads  a  fudden  ray 
like  lightening,  that  forms  a  femicircle  round  the 
veflel ;  the  track  or  furrow  made  by  the  rudder 
is  perfectly  luminous  ;  the  fea  itfelf  is  ftudded 
with  myriads  of  little  radiant  ftars  or  dots  of 
azure  and  gold,  and,  if  the  night  prove  remark¬ 
ably  dark,  you  fancy  your felf  failing  through  an 
ocean  of  liquid  fire.  The  weather  was  fo  calm, 
that,,  during  the  whole  voyage,  we  never  had  oc- 
cafion  to  take  in  our  royals  but  once.  We  fpoke 
feveral  Eaft  Indiamen  ;  and,  v  foon  after  we  left 
Madeira,  were  chaced  by  an  Algerine,  who  did 
not  give  up  his  purfuit  till  we  happened  to  fall 
in  with  another  Englilh  Ihip,  when  the  Corfair, 
fearful  of  encountering  a  force  fo  much  fuperior 
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to  his  own,  gave  up  the  chace,  after  having  dri¬ 
ven  us  a  little  out  of  our  courfe  to  the  ea  ft  ward; 
which,  however,  was  not  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
gave  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  though  at  a 
great  diftance,  the  famous  Peak  of  Teneriffe. ... 

On  Saturday  the  31ft,  we  palled  the  iflands  of 
Befaracta,  Guadeloupe,  and  Antigua  j  and,  on 
Sunday  morning  our  fhip  ftruck  upon  a  coral 
rock  juft  under  the  lee  of  Nevis.  The  ftiock 
was  far  more  violent  than  any  earthquake  I  ever 
experienced ;  but  we  fuftained  very  little  damage, 
and  found  ourfelves  in  deep  water  again  almoft 
as  foon  as  we  heard  the  crafh. 

We  landed  that  day  (the  ift  of  June)  at  Baffe— 
terre  in  the  ifland  of  St  Chriftopher’s. — This 
iftand,  difcovered  by  and  named  after  Chrifto* 
pher  Columbus,  is  fttuated  in  17  deg.  15  min. 
N.  Lat.  and  63  deg.  1 7  min.  W.  Long.  It  is 
about  twenty  miles  in  breadth,  and  feven  in 
length,  and  divided  into  nine  parifhes,  viz. 
St  George  and  St  Peter,  BafTe-Terre ;  St  Mary, 
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Cayon;  Chrid-church,  Nichola-town;  St  John* 
and  St  Paul,  Gabederre;  St  Anne,  Sandy  Pointy 
St  Thomas,  Middle  Ifland;v and  Trinity,  Palmet¬ 
to  Point,, 

A  ridge  of  mountains  runs  through  the  bland, 
declining  each  way  towards  the  fea,  fo  that  there 
is  fcarcely  a  fpot  of  level  ground  (of  any  extent 
at  lead)  in  St  KitPs.  The  highed  of.  this  chain 
of  hills  is  called.  Mount  Mifery ,  the  fummit  of 
which  is  lod  in  the  clouds,  and  vidble  only  in  an 
uncommonly  clear  day;  fometimes  the  whole  of 
it  is  concealed  by  a  veil  of  bluifh  vapours  that 
encircle  it  all  round  like  a  girdle;  but,  when  en¬ 
tirely  diveded  of  fogs  and  mids,  it  certainly  ex¬ 
hibits  one  of-  the  mod  majedic  objects  the  eye 
can  behold.  In  the  year  1787,  three  hardy 
Scotfmen  boldly  adventured  to  explore  this 
mountain,  which  till  that  time  was  reckoned  in- 
accedible.  They  proceeded,  as  judly  as  they 
could  afcertain,  to  the  height  of  3711  feet,  by 
fadening  ropes  to  the  branches  of  trees,  and  the 
craggy  points  of  the  rocks,  and  climbing  thus, 
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-with  a  thoufand  hazards  and  difficulties,  till  they 
Found  it  taper  to  a  pinnacle  of  one  immenfe  folid 
rock  ;  at  the  foot  of  which  they  erected  a  flag- 
{faff,  (which  is  now  vifible  in  a  clear  day  with  a 
telefcope)  and  here  concluded  their  perilous  un¬ 
dertaking,  finding  it  totally  impofiible  to  afcend 
any  higher. — An  immenfe  crater  links  near  1000 
feet  aimed:  perpendicular  in  this  mountain,  the 
bottom  of  which  is  nearly  level,  and  may  con¬ 
tain  about  fifty  acres,  feven  of  which  confiftof 
a  lake  or  bafon  of  rain-water  ;  the  reft  is  moftly 
covered  with  grafs  nearly  fix  feet  high,  and 
trees,  among  which  the  delicious  mountain  cab¬ 
bage  is  found  in  great  abundance.  To  the  north 
of  this  valley  are  fix  diftinft  cones,  or  hillocks, 
near  roo  feet  in  height,  and  compofed  of  lava, 
pumice,  and  a  very  fat  argillaceous  earth.  The 
feeble  remains  of  this  tremendous  volcano  burfts 
out  in  as  many  mouths,  and  a  ftream  of  water, 
which  takes  its  rife  higher  up  the  fide  of  the 
grand  crater,  is  partly  abforbed  in  the  chafms, 
and  thrown  out  with  a  furious  boiling  noife  and 

fteam.  Tetrahoedral  chryftals  of  fulphur,  alum 
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in  an  efflorefcent  appearance,  and  likewise  mine¬ 
ralized  with  iron,  are  abundant  in  the  crannies  of 
thefe  little  hills,  and  a  very  pure  argillaceous  and 
magnehan  earth  are  to  be  found  in  great  quan¬ 
tities  ;  the  water  which  fprings  here  is  much 
impregnated  with  alum  and  vitriolic  acid  ;  but, 
except  a  martial  pyrites,  no  mineral  is  obferved. 
Calcined  lava,  and  the  lava  informis  of  Linnaeus, 
are  the  only  ones  commonly  feen,  though  a  fpe* 
cies  of  petroleum,  or  jet,  has  been  found  mixed 
with  a  hard  hone  of  the  calcareous  kind,  but  very 
rarely.  The  thermometer  generally  at  212.  of 
Fahrenheit’s  fcale  in  the  fLTures  of  the  Solfaterra, 

It  is  impofhble  to  defcribe  the  various  fcenes 
and  views  thefe  mountains  exhibit,  as  the  land- 
fcape  never  continues  the  fame  for  the  fpace  of 
two  miles  ;  in  fome  places,  you  fee  nothing  but 
vaft  rocks,  high  precipices,  and  frightful  caverns  f 
in  others,  deep  vales,  and  hanging  woods  ;  and 
then  the  eye  is  caught  from  thefe  to  the  more 
pleahng  views  of  rich  paftures,  grazing  cattle, 
and  little  gardens  difperfed  on  the  Hopes  of  the 

lull. 
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'till.  Mofl  of  the  inhabitnts  at  St  Kitt’shave  fmall 
cottages,  where  they  remain  during  the  hot 
months ;  fome  of  thefe  are  fituated  fo  high  in 
the  mountains,  that  I  have  frequently  heard  the 
thunder  growl,  and  feen  the  lightening  dart  from 
the  clouds  that  rolled  beneath  the  windows, 
while  the  atmofphere  above  was  pure  and  ferene. 

In  the  rainy  feafon  (at  the  latter  end  of  au¬ 
tumn)  the  cataracts  are  feen  deicending  in  vafh 
torrents  from  the  fummits  of  thefe  mountains, 
rolling  their  ieveral  ftreams,  fometimes  near  half 
a  mile  in  breadth,  with  aftonifhing  rapidity,  and 
Sweeping  all  before  them;  the  havock  they  make 
is  incredible;  indeed  a  great  part  of  the  ifland  is 
entirely  ploughed  up  in  gullies  and  channels 
•formed  at  different  times  by  thefe  impetuous  de- 
ftrovers. 


Abundance  of  fine  fpring  water  is  procured  at 
St  Kitt’s,  a  convenience  not  met  with  in  many 
of  the  other  Leeward  Iflands.  Thefe  fprings  take 
tbeir  fource  in  the  mountains,  and  their  courfe 


is  directed  by  leaden  pipes,  that  guide  them  down 
to  the  feveral  edates  dtuated  at  the  bafe  of  the 
hill. 

The  chief  town  in  St  ChrjdopheTs  is  Bald> 
terre,  which  is  dtuated  in  the  beautiful  valley 
from  whence  it  derives  its  name.  Here  the  courts 
of  juftice  are  held,  and  all  the  public  budnefs  of 
the  idand  is  tranfacled.  BaiTeterre,  including 
Iriditown,  which  adjoins  it  to  the  wedward,  con- 
fids  of  800  houfes.  The  dreets  are  rather  nar¬ 
row,  without  any  pavement  either  for  carriages 
or  foot-padengers.  The  lands  a  little  above  the 
town  rife  gradually  towards  the  mountains  ;  the 
view  of  that  part  of  the-  illand  from  the  fea  is  ex- 
tremely  beautiful,  as  the  various  plantations  in 
i he  valley,  with  the  building*  and  trees  about 
them,  appear  to  great  advantage. 

Tadward  of  the  valley  of  BaiTeterre  there  is  a 
ridge  of  hills  three  miles  in  length,  and  near  the 
extremity  of  them  the  falt-pqnds  are  dtuated. 
In  very  dry  leafons  near  ioc,coq  bulhels  01  tait 
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are  collected,  which  not  only  fupplies  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  ifland,  but  large  quantities  are  alio 
exported  to  America.  The  heat  of  the  fun  in 
this  climate  produces  the  effect  of  cryftallizing 
the  fait.  Ponds,  full  400  yards  in  diameter,  be- 

ft 

come  one  entire  cruft  of  fait  federal  inches  thick; 
it  is  found  adhering  in  brittle  mafles  of  a  white 
pellucid  nature,  as  beautiful  and  diaphanous  as 
rock  chryftal :  The  fmell  of  thefe  fait  ponds  is 
iiifiifterable  at  particular  feafons  of  the  year,  and 
is  reckoned  prejudicial  to  the  health;  the  eftates 
that  adjoin  them  are  ufually  fickly ;  and  the  foil 
of  that  diftrifl  is  unfruitful. 

There  is  a  beautiful  little  village,  four  or  five 
miles  from  Bafleterre,  called  Cayon  :  It  is  pidtu- 
refquely  fttuated  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  with  a 
fine  ftreamiet  of  water  running  through  it,  which 
fupplies  the  whole  of  that  diftrlfl. 

About  eleven  miles  from  Cayon  is  another  vil¬ 
lage,  called  Dieppe-bay  ;  and  beyond  that,  at  a 
little  diftance  only,  lies  the  town  of  Sandy  Point, 
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which  contains  300  houfes.  Near  this  lies  the- 
celebrated  fortrefs  o£  Brimftone-Hill,  from  the 
fummit  of  which  you  have  the  fineft  view  ima- 
ginable,  and  the  Tea  almoft  wadies  the  foot  of  it, 

*  viiiced  Brimftone-Hill  in  the  autumn  of  1789. 
i  Be  phi  regiment  of  foot  was  then  ftationecf 

■w 

tiiere,  and  artificers  of  various  kinds  were  em- 
ployed  about  the  fortifications.  General  Ma-. 
thews  had  juft  laid  the  foundation-ftone  of  Fort- 
Gee rge.  Six  miles  from  Bafleterre,  on  the  S.  W. 
fide  of  the  ifland,  is  a  village  called  Old  Road, 
confiding  of  about  i  oo  houfes,  which  are  fliaded 
by  a  vaft  number  of  fine  tamarind  trees;  two  ri¬ 
vulets  of  clear  water  run  through  the  ftreet,  and 
largely  fupply  the  whole  of  that  diftrift,  which 
is  undoubtedly  the  moft  agreeable  in  the  ifland; 

As  for  the  quadrupeds,  &c.  found  in  St  Kitt’s, 
they  being  for  the  moft  part  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  Antigua,  I  lhall  refer  the  reader  to  my  (ketch 
of  the  natural  hiftory  of  that  ifland,  and  content 
m>  felf  with  particularifing,  in  this  place,  thofe, 
animals  only  which  are  indigenous  in  St  Chrifto- 
],her  s,  and  not  found  in  Antirua. 
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I  recoiled  none  at  prefent  except  the  monkey; 
abundance  of  thefe  mifchievous  creatures  Inha¬ 
bit  the  High-lands,  and  frequently  come  down  in 
large  companies  among  the  canes,  where  they 
create  inconceivable  mifchief  and  damage. 

The  birds  are  much  the  fame  here  as  in  Anti¬ 
gua,  and  all  the  amphibious  animals,  one  fpecies 
of  the  lizard  excepted :  This  reptile  (lacerta 
virldis ,  capite  rubro)  differs  nowife  from  the 
others,  except  about  the  head,  which  is  always 
of  a  bright  flame  colour,  and  very  beautiful :  I 
never  knew  of  this  particularity  being  obferved 
among  lizards  in  any  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands  ex¬ 
cept  St  Kitt’sT 

i 

During  my  refidence  in  the  Weff  Indies,  F 
had  fever al  times  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  a  water-fpout.  Its  appearance  is 
thus  :  «  You  firft  obferve  the  clouds  extremely 
“  agitated,  upon  which  they  affiime  a  fable  hue, 

<c  arLC^  appear  as  if  hurried  by  a  whirlwind,  while 
u  a.  rumbling  noife  proceeds  from  that  part  of 
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“  the  heavens,  the  wind  blowing  from  feveral 
u  quarters,  and  the  Ikies  much  ruffled.  Its  firfl: 
“  appearance  is  in  the  form  of  a  deep  cloud,  the 
(t  upper  part  whereof  is  white  and  the  lower 
c<  black,  from  which  fails  the  fpout  like  a  coni- 
i(  cal  tube,  biggefl  at  top,  and  gradually  di- 
“  minilhing  to  a  point.  Under  this  tube  the  fea 
(i  boils,  and  throws  itfelf  into  various  forms,  fly— 
ing,  foaming,  riling,  and  falling  alternately, 
u  and  a  pillar  of  water  rifes  in  the  middle,  crown— 
u  ed  with  a  vapour  of  a  faint  violet  colour.  At 
((  the  bafe  of  this  column  the  fea  frothing  and-; 
u  curling  appears  white  as  fnow,  and  a  vortex  or 
<c  whirlpool  is  formed  at  fome  diftance  round 
The  water-fpout  fometimes  rufhes  forward  thro’ 
the  element,  ploughing  up  the  water,  and  over¬ 
whelming  all  that  crofles  its  paflage  ;  fometimes 
it  advances  to  the  fhore,  tearing  and  ravaging* 
every  thing  before  it  ;  and  breaks  with  a  tremen¬ 
dous  noife  among  the  rocks,  bearing  back  with 
it  to  the  ocean  houfes,  cattle,  or  whatever  hap¬ 
pens  to  intercept  its  way* 
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T  EMBARKED  the  i ft  of  February  1790, 
from  Baffe-terre,  on  board  the  Blanche,  a 
3  2  gun  frigate,  then  commiffioned  to  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Ifland  ftation,  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Murray.  My  father,  mother,  brother,  and  three 
gentlemen  from  Antigua,  compofed  our  party. 
We  failed  firft  to  Nevis,  and  anchored  there, 
where  however  I  did  not  land.  This  ifland  does 
not  exhibit  by  any  means  fo  interefting  a  land¬ 
scape  as  St  Kitt’s.  A  mountain,  fhaped  like  a 
fu gar-loaf,  rifes  in  the  middle,  whofe  fummit  is 

totally 
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totally  obfcured  in  the  clouds  ;  but  the  houiesy 
plantations,  fugar-works,  &c.  difperfed  on  its  de¬ 
clivity,  give  it  a  very  pleating  appearance,  Charles¬ 
town  is  prettily  Situated  along  the  fea  coaft.  We' 
left  Nevis  in  the  evening,  and  weighed  anchor 
for  Antigua.  We  palled  the  bland  of  Redondo 
about  midnight  ;  and  the  next  day  the  wind 
blew  very  hard,  and  directly  contrary.  Wednes¬ 
day  morning,  however,  it  abated,  and  we  paffeu 
Montferrat  and  Sandy  Ifland,  and  anchored  in 
St  John’s  Bay,  Antigua.  We  landed  about  one 
o’clock,  and  went  immediately  to  the  houfe  of 
Mr  Byam  in  Popefhead* 

We  Spent  that  week  in  vifiting  different  parts 
of  the  ifland  *,  and,  Tuefday  the  9th,  we  em¬ 
barked  from  Parham  in  a  Small  Schooner,  and 
weighed  . anchor  at  half  pall  ten  for  the  bland  of 
Barbuda.  We  arrived  there  in  a  few  hours,  af¬ 
ter  a  moft  unpleafant  navigation  *,  the  fea  was 
extremely  rough  *,  our  little  veilel  pitched  teni- 
bly,  and  the  waves  were  every  inftant  beating 

over  her  deck.  We  managed,  however,  to 

throw 
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tfhrow  out  our  ddiing  tackle,  and  to  catch,  two 
young  dolphins.  The  inftant  they  were  taken, 
they  wreathed  themfelves  about  in  various  fli  apes, 
and  {welled  their  lucid  fcales,  that  indantly  af- 
fumed  the  mod:  brilliant  colouring  imaginable, 
difplaying  alternately  the  gloffy  tints  of  the 
fapphire,  the  emerald,  the  topaz,  the  amethyft, 
and  the  brightefl  violet  colour  ornamented  with 
breaks  of  gold,  filter,  and  azure.  Thefe  vary 
fuccefhvely,  and  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the  eye 
-can  fcarcely  didinguifh  one  before  another  en- 
fues.  Barbuda  is  fo  fenced  round  with  rocks 
and  fhoals,  that,  except  in  one  or  two  places, 
it  is  totally  inaccedlble,  and  the  wrecks  it  occa- 
ixons  are  innumerable.  We  landed  at  the  Fort, 
within  a  league  of  which  the  navigation  is  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous,  but  at  the  fame  time  the 
mod  beautiful  that  can  be  imagined.  The  wa¬ 
ter  is  {hallow,  and  fo  perfectly  tranfparent,  that 
the  rocks  underneath  it  are  entirely  viiible  *, 
they  are  down  fo  thick  that  there  is  but  jud  room 
for  a  finall  veil'd  to  pads  between  them  ;  dome 

are  raifed  above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  (which  is 

white 
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white  With  foam  from  continually  breaking 
agamft  them)  and  covered  with  mofs,  fea-weeds^ 
fliells,  and  corals.  It  is  fare  definition  to  ail’ 
veffels  beyond  a  certain  magnitude  to  approach 
them.  Our  fehooner  (the  fteerfman  beim,  ac. 
cuftomed  to  it)  thread  them  regularly  through, 
going  in  zig-zags  all  the  way  ;  but  we  could  ea- 
fdy  touch  the  rocks  on  each  fide  of  us  with  a 
fiick.  We  found  feme  chaifes  on  the  beach  rea¬ 
dy  to  convey  us  to  Mr  Reynold’s  houfe,  where 

we  were  joined  next  day  by  a  large  party  from 
Antigua. 

The  ifland  of  Barbuda  is  2o  miles  in  length, 
and  12  in  breadth,  fituated  in  6r  deg.  5o  min. 

W.  long,  and  17  deg.  42  min.  N.  lat.  It  is  the 
property  of  government,  but  has  for  many  years 
been  leafed  out  to  the  Codrington  family.  This 
ifland  being  low  and  flat,  is  not  healthy  at  all 
feafons  of  the  year.  There  are  no  hills  or  moun¬ 
tains  in  it ;  but  towards  the  middle  of  it  the 
ground  gently  rifes  in  a  gradual  fwell:  This  they 
call  the  High-lands,  and  on  them  Sir  William 

Codrington’s 
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Codrington’s  manager  Mr  Reynolds’s  houfe  is 
fituated.  The  air  here  is  much  more  falubrious 
than  in  the  lowlands,  and  from  hence  you  have  a 
fine  view  of  the  adjacent  country.  The  whole 
ifland  is  covered  with  woodlands  ;  but,  as  the 
foil  is  no  where  more  than  fix  inches  deep, 
there  is  of  courfe  no  timber  of  any  confiderable 
fize.  The  inhabitants  are  black,  moftly  {laves 
to  Sir  William  Codrington  ;  their  employment 
is  hufbandry.  The  fugar  cane  does  not  flounlli 
here  in  any  perfection.  The  chief  commodity, 
from  which  the  owner  derives  any  benefit,  is  the 
cattle,  which  breed  wild  among  the  woods,  and 
fell  to  prodigious  advantage  in  the  neighbouring 
Carribbean  ifles. 

Thurfday  morning,  we  took  a  ride  to  fee  the 
ifland,  and  vifited  the  Caftle,  which  is  in  the 
lowlands.  It  is  a  kind  of  ruin,  formerly  built 
to  defend  the  ifland  againft  the  invafions  of  the 
Caribs,  who  frequently  came  in  their  canoes  to 
plunder  it,  and  carry  away  the  cattle,  &e. 
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Friday  morning  we  were  conducted  to  the 
banks  of  a  river  or  lake  of  falt-water,  where  we 
embarked  in  a  barge,  with  a  canopy  over  our 
heads  to  fhield  us  from  the  fun ;  and,  after  fail¬ 
ing  about  half  an  hour,  the  moft  enchanting 
profpeft  imagination  can  paint  difclofed  itfelf  to 
our  view.  From  this  lake  blues  on  each  fide  .a 
thoufand  little  branches,  that  dilTufe  themfelves 
through  the  country  in  various  meanders,  and 
whofe  banks  are  bordered  with  tufts  of  mangrove 
trees  •,  thefe  trees  flpurifh  only  in  marfhy  fitua- 
tions,  and  by  the  fea,  or  any  dream  of  fait,  wa¬ 
ter,  out  of  their  fpreading  branches  ilTue  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fmall  filaments  that  defeend  and  penetrate 


into  the  earth,  take  root,  and  rife  apain  above 
ground,  {hooting  forth  into  new  branches  and 
leaves.  Thus  a  bn  pie  mangrove  tree  can  in  time 
produce  a  whole  for  eft.  The  bark  is  made  into 
ropes,  and  tire  final!  filaments  can  be  beat  into 
threads  as  fine  as  flax.  Thefe  mangroves  have 
the  ihickeft  foliage  imaginable,  and  a  moft  love¬ 
ly  verdure  ;  the  e&eft  they  produce  by  the  iide 
of  the  1  tkc  is  beautiful  beyond  defeription  ;  th 
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frees  grow  clofe  to  each  other,  and  rife  to  a  vaft 
height,  yet  bending  over  their  flexible  and  deli¬ 
cate  branches  to  kifs  the  ftream  from  whence 
they  derive  their  luxuriance.  Towards  the  ex¬ 
tremities,  of  thefe  branches  the  oyfter  (that  de¬ 
rives  its  name  from  the  tree)  depofits  her  fpawn; 
and  the  fliells,  as  they  grow  to  their  natuial  fize, 
twift  themfelves  round  the  branch  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and  adhere  fo  forcibly  to  it,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  pick  off  the  oyfter  without  tearing 
the  bark  along  with  it.  They  are  found  by  hun¬ 
dreds  at  a  time,  fufpended  in  prodigious  clufteis, 
fome  above,  and  fome  below  the  furface  of  the 

waters 

After  failing  about  two  hours,  we  found  our- 
felves  at  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  lake,  on  a  nar¬ 
row  neck  of  land  bounded  by  the  fea,  where  we 
fpent  the  day  in  a  little  cottage,  fliaded  by  a  tuft 

of  cocoa  trees,  within  thirty  yards  of  a  fea- 
beach  enamelled  with  fhells.  About  half  a  league 

from  this  neck  of  land,  a  prodigious  high  reef 
of  rocks  runs  along  for  feveral  miles,  over  which 

D  2  the 


40 


A  TOUR  THROUGH 


tne  fea  breaks  with  a  tremendous  noife,  and 
dafhing  its  foaming  billows  to  a  vaft  height ;  but 
they  feem  to  exhauft  their  force  and  fury  againd 
the  points  of  the  rocks;  for,  as  foon  as  it  paiTes 
them,  the  fea  becomes  as  fmooth  as  glafs,  and, 
after  the  mod:  gradual  approaches,  gently  bathes 
the  roots  of  the  ever  verdant  mangrove  trees  that 
border  the  fhore.  From  hence  too  we  faw  the 
hulks  of  feveral  fhips  that  had  been  wrecked  on 
this  reef.  They  were  inhabited  by  a  numerous 
tribe  of  pelicans ;  I  believe  we  did  not  fee  lefs 
than  forty  or  fifty  of  thofe  enormous  birds  perch- 
ed  on  different  parts  of  the  hulk,  and  fitting  to 
watch  their  finny  prey. 

After  dinner  we  again  eroded  the  lake  in  our 
little  barge,  and  returned  to  our  apartments  in 
the  High-lands.  Saturday  we  rode  to  fee  a  re¬ 
markable  tree  of  the  Ead  India  banian  fpecies  ; 
a  prodigious  number  of  filaments,  fomewhat  like 
thofe  of  the  mangrove,  defeend  from  its  branches, 
which  are  of  an  amazing  thicknefs  ;  they  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  ground,  rife  again,  and  twid  round 

the 
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tlie  branch,  forming  thus  a  number  of  fine  ar¬ 
cades  from  fix  to  ten  feet  in  height  all  round  the 
body  of  the  tree.  They  are  clofely  entwined 
with  each  other,  and  give  the  idea  of  a  number 
of  little  cabinets  or  alcoves  of  different  fizes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  height  of  and  diflance  between 
the  branches.  The  vaft  foliage  over  the  arcades 
affords  fo  delightful  an  umbrage  that  a  large 
company  may  dine  under  its  fhade.  The  roots 
of  this  prodigious  tree  extend  their  fibres  over- 
ten  acres  of  land,. 


Sunday  morning  we  were  entertained  wkh 
the  diverfion  of  a  wild  bull  hunt,  which  we  faw 
very  diftin&ly  from  a  fmall  eminence  that  com¬ 
manded  an  extend ve  view  of  the  adjacent  low-' 
lands  where  the  animal  was  roufed.  The  hunt-' 
ers  were  a  family  of  Caribs,  who  from  their, 
childhood  had  been  accuffomed  to  that  exercife; 
they  purfued  the  bull  mounted  on  horfes  train¬ 
ed  for  the  purpofe,  without  any  faddle,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  a  firing  in  their  mouths  to  guide  them' 
through  the  mazes  of  the  woods  5  each  hunter. 
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was  armed  with  a  fpear,  and  they  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  parcel  of  fierce  bull-dogs,  who,  af¬ 
ter  a  chace  of  two  hours,  faftened  on  the  wea¬ 
ried  animal,  that  made  the  whole  country  echo 
with  his  roarings,  and  pinned  him  to  the  ground, 
till  the  hunters  arrived,  and  ftruck  him  dead 
with  a  hatchet. 


Wild  deer  breed  abundantly  among  the  woods 
at  Barbuda  j  but  they  prove  but  indifferent  veni- 
fon,  owing  to  the  poornefs  of  the  pafiures. 


On  Monday  we  rode  to  fee  a  fpacious  cavern, 
which  is  fituated  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 


ifiand.  It  is  of  a  circular  fhape,  and  near  eighty 
feet  in  depth  ;  there  is  no  water  in  it,  although 
it  appears  to  be  confiderably  lower  than  the  le¬ 
vel  of  the  fea.  Whether  this  cavern  was  for¬ 


i 


merly  the  mouth  of  an  extinguifhed  volcano, 
(which  I  do  not  think  probable,  as  there  is  no 
appearance  of  pumex  nor  veftiges  of  fire  about 
it)  or  from  what  it  derives  its  origin,  no  one  has 
yet  been  able  to  afeertain.  In  fome  places  the 
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water  filtering  through  the  pores  of  the  vaft 
rocks,  that  bend  in  gloomy  arches  over  head» 
form  a  great  number  of  ftala&ites,  which  are 
fiifpended  from  the  roof  and  down  the  fides  of 
the  cavern,  and  produce  a  beautiful  effect.  The 
rains  continually  wafhing  down  the  mold,  &c.  into 
the  bottom,  have  formed  a  thick  rich  foil  there, 
in  which  a  number  of  lofty  trees  flourifh  with 
great  luxuriance ;  and  the  prodigious  number  of 
wild  deer  and  goats,  who  make  this  recefs  their 
afylum,  add  confiderably  to  its  fertilization,  by 
the  quantity  of  manure  they  afford.  The  ca¬ 
vern  is  divided  into  two  diftinft  apartments  by 
a  verdant  curtain  of  vines,  which  runs  exadlly 
through  the  middle  of  it;  and,  having  now  fab- 
lifted  many  years  there,  has  gradually  crept  up 
and  faftened  its  topmoft  branches  to  the  pinnacles 
of  the  rocks  that  form  the  circumference  of  the 
cave.  The  extreme  thicknefs  of  this  curtain, 
and  the  refrefhing  verdure  of  the  cluftering  fo¬ 
liage  make  it  one  of  the  moft  grateful  objects 
(efpecially  in  this  climate)  that  can  be  imagined. 
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On  Wednefday  the  17th,  we  left  Barbuda, 
and  returned  to  Antigua  ;  and,  on  Sunday  the 
2 1  ft,  we  came  back  again  to  the  bland  of  St 
Chriftophers. 
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ANTIGUA, 


*To  me  be  Nature' s  'volume  broad-difplay' '  dy 
And  to  perufe  its  all-inf  rudiing  paget 
Or,  haply  catching  inf  pi  ration  thence , 

Some  safy  paffage,  raptur'd ,  to  tranjlate 3 
My  foie  delight.  — -T  H  O  M  S  O  N. 


r  f  1HE  ifland  of  Antigua  (formerly  named  by 
the  Spaniards  Santa  Maria  1’ Antigua,  af¬ 
ter  the  famous  church  of  that  name  in  Seville) 
is  1 6  miles  in  length,  and  i  o  \  in  breadth.  It  is 
iituated  in  6 2  deg.  3  min.  W.  long,  and  17  deg. 
4  min.  N.  lat.  It  is  laid  out  in  14  diviiions,  viz. 
St  John’s,  Five  Illands,  New  Divilion,  Bermu¬ 
dian  Valley,  Old  Road,  Rendezvous  Bay,  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Willoughby  Bay,  Nonfuch,  Belfaft,  Old 

North 
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North  Sound,  New  North  Sound,  Popefhead, 
and  Dickenfon’s  Bay,  and  contains  fix  pariihes, 
viz.  St  John’s,  St  Peter’s,  St  Philip’s,  St  Mary’s, 
St  Paul’s,  and  St  George’s. 

The  landfcapes  of  Antigua  are  greatly  infe¬ 
rior  in  point  of  beauty  to  thofe  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Carribbean  Ifles,  from  its  being  lefs 
mountainous  than  almoft  any  of  them.  About 
the  divifions  of  Old  Road  and  Bermudian  Val¬ 
ley,  the  lands  are  very  hilly,  and  fometimes 
fteep,  but  the  reft  of  the  ifland  is  flat,  and  only 
rifes  every  now  and  then  in  gentle  fwells.  A 
number  of  fprings  and  ftreamiets  are  difperfed 
about  the  country,  but  (one  or  two  fmall  ones 
■excepted)  they  are  all  brackifb,  and  ftrongly  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  foftile  alkali,  confequently  of 
no  manner  of  ufe.  The  want  of  frefli  water 
here  is  often  very  great;  for  all  that  can  be  pro¬ 
cured  is  the  rain  water  preferved  in  tanks  and 
cifterns;  and,  in  dry  feafons,  the  inhabitants  are 
even  diftrefted  for  that.  In  the  year  1789,  there 
was  no  fall  of  rain  for  feven  months,  which  not 

only 
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only  ruined  tiie  crop  of  fugar,  but  ;ooo  head  of 
horned  cattle  periflied  for  want  of  drink. 

The  chief  town  in  Antigua  is  St  John’s.  It 
is  one  of  the  larged  and  mod  handfome  in  the 
Wed  Indies.  The  drects  are  wide  and  well  laid 
out,  and  the  houfes  moftly  commodious  and 
airy.  The  church  is  placed  on  an  eminence  al- 
mod  in  the  middle  of  the  town  ;  it  is  fpacious, 
and  ornamented  with  great  elegance.  The  court- 
houfe,  where  the  council  and  affembly  fit  to 
tranfaft  the  legiflative  affairs  of  the  idand,  is  a 
very  handfome  edifice.  A  little  above  the  town 
is  a  neat  range  of  buildings,  which  are  the  bar¬ 
racks  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  military 
corps  commiffioned  to  this  idand,  and  are  ex- 
tenfivc  enough  to  contain  three  regiments. 

Antigua  being  the  feat  of  government,  a  place 
called  Clark’s  Hill  (about  five  miles  from  St 
John’s)  is  kept  up  at  the  expence  of  the  legifla- 
mre,  w hei  e  the  commander  in  chief  always  re- 
fides.  Four  fmall  villages,  viz.  Parham,  Bridge- 

B  town, 


5° 


GEOGRAPHICAL  DESCRIPTION 


town,  Falmouth,  and  Old  Road,  are  difperfeu  m 
different  parts  of  the  country  *,  but  none  of 
them  are  very  populous.  There  is  a  fortifica¬ 
tion  in  Falmouth  divifion  called  Monk’s-hill  *, 
it  was  raifed  by  the  fir  ft  colonifts  as  a  retreat  in 
cafe  of  an  infurre&ion  among  the  Negroes.  Eng- 
lilli  Harbour  (which  is  alfo  in  Falmouth  divi¬ 
sion)  is  furrounded  with  hills,  on  the  fummits 
of  which  various  forts  and  redouts  are  raifed, 
with  barracks  that  will  contain  three  regiments, 
magazines,  ftorehoufes,  &c.  for  the  accommo- 
dation  of  troops,  built  in  a  mod;  expenfive  ftile, 
and  extremely  commodious  :  ri  he  whole  goes 
under  the  name  of  the  Ridge,  from  the  fixa¬ 
tion  on  which  the  buildings  are  ere&ed. 


EnpTifh  Harbour  is  the  principal  naval  dock¬ 
yard  in  the  Leeward  Iflands.  It  is  ktuated  on 

J 

the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  is  capable  of 
containing  fourteen  or  fifteen  men  of  war,  five 
0f  which  can  heave  down  at  once ;  the  entrance 
is  only  deep  enough  for  a  fixtv-four  gun  fhip; 
larger  ones  muft  take  their  guns  oat  before  they 
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f^an  come  in,  it  is  extremely  narrow,  and  a  fliip 
requires  the  affiftance  of  feveral  anchors  and 
warps  to  bring  her  to  her  b  rth.  The  piles  on 
which  the  wharfs  are  built  are  all  of  hard  wood 
cafed  with  copper,  and  coft  immenfe  fums  of 
money  to  government.  The  ftorehoufes,  mail- 
houfes,  &c.  are  built  on  an  elegant  plan,  and 
very  well  executed. 


Half  a  mile  weft  cf  Englifti  Harbour  lies  Fal¬ 
mouth  Harbour,  which  is  juft  deep  enough  in 
one  place  for  {mall  trading  fhips,  that  come  in 
there  to  deliver  ftores  for  his  Majefty’s  dock¬ 
yard  $  for  Englifti  Harbour  is  not  open  to  any 
craft  but  what  belongs  to  the  King. 


t  -a 
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St  John’s  Harbour  is  the  principal  trading 
port.  The  road  weft  of  James  Fort  has  good 
anchorage  and  depth  of  water.  At  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  is  a  bar,  with  only  thirteen  feet  wa¬ 
ter  at  low  ebb.  Large  merchant-fhips  complete 
their  loading  in  the  road,  which  is  two  miles  from 
the  town  wharfs  \  but  the  harbour  is  only  three- 

E  2  fourths 
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fourths  of  a  mile  :  It  is  capable  of  holding  300 
tail  Qj.  merchant-fhips.  1  he  men  of  war  lie  in 
the  road  fouth  of  the  merchant-fhips,  between 
Coat  Hill  and  James  Fort  3  the  road  is  difficult 
of  accefs,  and  requires  the  fteerage  of  fkilful  pi- 
lo  s.  d  he  Diamond  Rock  lies  at  the  diftance 
°f  two  leagues  N.  W.  of  James  Fort.  The 
Warrington  Rock,  and  the  Two  Sifters  are  W, 
and  by  N.  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  only  5 
and  Sandy  Iftand,  which  is  above  water,  is  five 
miles  off  to  the  S.  W.  the  N.  fide  of  the  ifland, 
and  the  fouth-weft,  and  begirt  with  coral  rocks, 
interfered  with  channels  of  various  depths, 
known  only  to  a  few 3  confequently  Antigua  owes 
her  fafety  from  invafion  more  to  her  natural  for¬ 
tifications  than  to  any  refources  of  art- 
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Natural  History  of  Antigua, 

QUADRUPEDSf. 

-Div.  I.' — Hoofed  Quadrupeds, 

Section  I  .—Whole  Hoofed, 

The  breed  of  Antigua  horfes  is  fraall  and  ac¬ 
tive  ;  they  a  re  fometimes  tolerably  handfome. 
Hffe s  are  very  fcarce  in  this  ifland.  Males  are 
bred  and  imported  here  in  great  numbers;  they 

are  extremely  ferviceable,  and  much  employed 
for  draughty  and  for  labouring  the  eflates. 

Sedt.  II, — Cloven  Hoofed. 

The  oxen  here  are  as  much  employed  for  the 
fcrvice  of  the  eflates  as  mules.  Milch  coves  are 
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fo  fcarce,  and  the  milk  they  yield  fo  poor,  that 
very  few  people  are  enabled  to  make  frefh  but¬ 
ter  ;  and  in  general  the  milk  of  the  fheep  and 
goats  is  thought  preferable  to  that  of  the  cows. 

The  fljeep  foon  lofe  their  woolly  fleece  in  this 
climate  :  Providence  has  clothed  them  with 
a  lank  brown  hair  inftead  \  which,  though  it 
diminifhes  their  beauty,  is  infinitely  more  fer- 
viceable  to  them  in  point  of  coolnefs.  The  breed 
of  goats  is  propagated  here  with  great  fuccefs, 
efpecially  by  the  Negroes  ;  as  they  conflitute  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  the  Pock  they  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  raife  for  their  own  profit.  There  are 
two  different  fpecies  of  hogs  in  this  ifland  ;  the 
one  much  refembling  in  form  the  wild  boar, 
which  was  the  original  breed  left  here  by  the 
Spaniards  *,  the  other  is  the  common  European 
hog. 

DlV.  II. — Digitated  Quadrupeds. 

A  breed  of  wild  cats  fubfiffs  in  the  woods 
here  j  they  are  twice  the  fize  of  the  domeffic 

cat, 
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cat,  and  frequently  carry  off  the  young  lambs 
and  kids.  They  are  very  ufeful  however  in  de- 
ftroying  the  numerous  tribe  of  rats  that  infefl 
the  cane  lands.  Their  fur  is  extremely  fine.  The 
Negroes  fell  it  for  a  fhilling  a  fkin ;  they  kill 
them  to  eat  their  flefh,  which  they  regard  as  a 
great  dainty.  A  beautiful  fpecies  of  rat  is  found 
both  in  St  Kitt’s  and  Antigua.  It  is  fhaped  like 
the  common  rat,  but  its  fur  is  exceflively 
fine,  and  as  white  and  fpotlefs  as  ermine  :  Se¬ 
veral  of  them  have  been  caught  in  traps  and 
cages  *,  but  their  nature  is  fo  fierce,  that  it  is 
found  impoffible  to  tame  them. 

The  agouti  is  found  in  Antigua.  It  is  a  fmall 
animal,  of  the  moufe  fpecies,  but  as  large  as 
a  rabbit,  and  of  a  dun  colour ;  it  burrows  in  the 
ground,  and  feeds  upon  wild  fruits,  &c.  The 
opojjum  (called  by  Linnaeus  the  didelphis  marfu - 
pialis)  is  likewife  found  here.  It  is  of  the  fize 
of  a  domeflic  cat*  its  fhape  fomewhat  refembles 
a  weafel  •,  the  nofe  is  long,  and  not  unlike  that 
of  a  hog  ;  the  ears  round,  fhort,  eredt,  and  tipt 

with 
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with  black  ;  the  legs  are  Ihort,  and  generally  of 
that  colour  likewile  ;  the  fur  is  of  a  greyifh 
brown;  beneath  the  belly  hangs  a  loofe  fkin  like 
a  bag,  which  the  opoffum  can  dilate  and  contrail 
at  pleafure,  and  in  which  it  fecures  its  young 
ones  when  alarmed  or  purfued  by  the  hunters. 
When  the  dogs  approach,  it  feigns  death,  and, 
by  that  means,  is  fure  to  efcape,  as  the  canine 
race  do  not  prey  upon  its  heili,  but  only  hunt  it 
out  of  wantonnefs.  The  breed  however  is  ai¬ 
med  extinft  here;  and  the  opohum  is  very  fcarce 
in  Antigua. 


Div.  III. — Pinnated  Quadrupeds. 

DlV.  IV. — Winged  Quadrupeds . 

Two  fpecies  of  bats  are  found  here,  the  one 
with,  and  the  other  without,  tails. 


BIRD  S. 
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BIRD  Sf. 

Div.  I. — Land  Birds, 

Order  I. — Rapacious, 

Few  of  the  feathered  race  comprehended  un¬ 
der  this  order  are  found  in  Antigua  ;  the  fea fal - 
cony  and  two  kinds  of  hawks.  The  fparrow-hawk 
is  extremely  beautiful,  but  very  deftrudtive  to 
poultry  and  all  kinds  of  fmaller  birds. 


Order  II. — Pies. 


Two  kinds  of  orioles ,  two  forts  of  king  sfijhersy 
the  creeper ,  and  two  fpecies  of  the  humming  bird 
or  honeyfucker ,  are  found  in  Antigua;  the  trochi- 
lus  mellivorusy  and  the  trochilus  polytmus  (of  Lin¬ 
naeus)  ;  neither  of  them  is  much  larger  than  a 
common  butterfly,  and  they  are  both  beautiful 

beyond 
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beyond  delcription.  The  plumage  of  the  hum¬ 
ming  bird,  when  expanded  in  the  fun,  exhibits 
all  the  lucid  tints  of  the  rainbow  ;  the  head, 
neck,  and  back,  are  of  a  refplendent  variable 
green  and  gold  ;  the  wings  azure  ;  the  bread: 
and  tail  cf  a  fapphire  blue  ;  a  fparkling  crefl, 
that  might  be  miftaken  for  a  polifhed  emerald, 
rifes  on  the  head  of  the  trochilus  polytmus, 
which  is  much  fmaller  than  the  other  kind,  and 
infinitely  more  beautiful ;  the  bill  of  the  hum¬ 
ming  bird  is  near  an  inch  long,  curved,  black, 
and  polifhed  like  ebony,  the  tongue  is  cylindrical, 
and  much  longer  than  the  bill  ;  it  ferves  as  a 
trunk  to  extract  the  honied  efiences  lodged  in 
the  ne&aria  of  flowers;  for  this  bird  fubfifts  en¬ 
tirely  by  fusion  ;  the  eyes,  from  their  colour 
and  brilliancy,  referable  two  beads  of  polifhed 
heel.  They  fly  with  extreme  fwiftnefs,  and  the 
wings,  as  they  cut  the  air,  make  a  noife  like  the 
buzzing  of  an  humble  bee,  but  much  louder  ; 
the  motion  of  the  wings  is  fo  rapid  as  even  to  be 
perfectly  imperceptible.  The  humming  birds  are 
fearlefs  of  mankind  ;  they  will  fuffer  you  to  ap¬ 
proach 
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proa ch  clofe  to  them  while  they  remain  fufpencU 
ed  under  a  bloffom  to  extract  its  aromatic  juices. 
This  little  wonder  of  nature  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
bolded:  of  the  feathered  race  ;  it  frequently  at¬ 
tacks,  and  never  fails  of  defeating,  any  plumed 
adverfary,  however  fuperior  in  flrength  and  iize. 
The  weapon  it  employs  on  thefe  occalions  is  its 
bill,  which  is  fharp  and  pointed  like  a  needle  ; 
it  plunges  it  either  in  the  enemy’s  eye,  or  the 
flefhy  part  under  his  wing.  The  nefl:  is  of  an 
hemifpherical  fhape,  and  wove  with  cotton, 
which  they  pick  from  the  pods,  when  fplit  open 
by  the  fun  ;  they  fallen  it  to  the  bough  of  a 
tree  by  drawing  a  few  threads  round  it,  and  ce¬ 
menting  them  with  a  little  odoriferous  gum 
drawn  from  the  flowers.  The  outfide  is  gene¬ 
rally  fortified  with  a  few  citron  or  orange  leaves, 
twined  in  with  the  cotton.  It  is  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  the  mechanifm  of  this  nefl;,  or  its  admirable 
architects,  are  moft  worthy  of  admiration.  The 
humming  bird  lays  two  eggs,  each  the  fize  of  a 
large  pea. 


Order 
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Order  III. — Gallinaceous . 

The  turkey 9  the  African  Guinea  bird,  and  the 
quail,  are  found  here. 


Order  IV.- — Columbine . 

Five  kinds  of  cloves  are  natives  of  Antigua,  of 
which  the  rainier  and  the  ground  dove  are  the 
moft  beautiful.  The  latter  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
lark,  the  wings  of  a  bright  rofe  colour,  and  the 
neck  and  bread:  of  a  variable  purple  and  gold. 


Order  V. — Pajferine . 

The  thrujh ,  the  green  bunting ,  the  wagtail ,  the 
"Jamaica  and  the  three  coloured  finch ,  are  likewife 
found  in  this  ifland  \  alfo  the  yellow  breafi  and 
the  fparrow. 
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LhV.  II. — Water  Birds . 


Order  VI, — Cloven-footed)  or  Waders . 

% 

The  curlew  y  the  fnipe>  the  plover ,  the  yellow-legs , 
the  redjhanhy  the  fand-p?pery  the  bittern ,  the 
/rr  rT/,  the  and  grry  gal  dingy  and  the 
eater y  are  the  only  birds  of  this  order  I  recollect 
of  feeing  here. 

Order  VII.- — Pinnated  Feet. 


Order  VIII.— Web-footed. 

Of  this  order  is  the  flamingo y  ( phoenicopterus 
ruber  of  Lin.)  which  is  of  a  furprifing  height3 
and  the  wings,  when  expanded  in  the  fun,  re- 
femble  a  flame  of  fire.  The  albatrofsy  the  aukt 
the  guillemot ,  the  gully  the  Jlormy  petterely  the 
crejled  and  wild  ducky  and  the  pelican  ( pelicanus 
occidentalis  Lin.)  remarkable  for  its  fize,  and  the 
extraordinary  bag  or  pouch  that  is  fufpended 
under  its  bill,  which  the  pelican  makes  ufe  of  to 

F  fecure 
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fecure  its  prey  in.  This  pouch  is  fometimes  fo 
fpacious  that  one  of  them  has  been  known  to 
contain  four  gallons  of  water.  The  noddy ,  the 
cormorant ,  the  man  of  war  bird }  the  booby 5  and 
the  Tropic  bird • 


AMPUL 
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AMPHIBIOUS  ANIMALS, 

Four  fpecies  of  turtle  are  found  on  the  fhores 
of  this  ifland — the  green-turtle ,  the  hawk’s-bil /, 
(whofe  fhell  is  famous  for  the  brilliant  poliih  it 
takes)  the  loggerhead ,  and  the  land-tortoife ,  which 
is  remarkable  for  its  extreme  longevity.  The 
green-turtle  is  reckoned  one  of  the  greateft  de¬ 
licacies  in  the  Weft  Indies.  A  variety  of  the 
lacertae  or  lizard  fpecies  inhabit  the  trees  here. 
The  guana  (lacerta  igua?ia  of  Linnaeus)  is  the 
largeft  in  Antigua.  It  is  fometimes  upwards  of 
fix  feet  long  ;  with  a  creft  indented  like  the 
teeth  of  a  comb,  two  inches  high,  beginning  on 
the  crown  of  his  head,  and  gradually  diminifh- 
ing  to  the  point  of  his  tail;  under  his  jaw  hangs 
a  large  bag,  which  he  can  dilate  with  air,  or  ex- 
hauft  at  pleafure.  The  guana  is  of  various  co¬ 
lours  ;  but  moft  commonly  it  is  either  brown, 
green,  or  blue.  It  is  perfectly  harmlefs.  Its  foie 
weapon  of  defence  is  its  tail,  with  which,  how- 
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ever,  it  can  give  a  violent  blow.  This  reptile  is 
often  eaten  in  the  "WbA  Indies.  They  pretend 
its  flelh  is  as  delicate  as  that  of  a  chicken.  The 
extraordinary  fpecies  of  lizard  called  the  wood-, 
jhve  ( lacerta  gekko)  is  frequently  feen  in  this 
ifland.  It  is  about  feven  or  eight  inches  long  $ 
his  tail  fhort,  thick,  and  blunt  at  the  point;  his 
feet  have  live  femi-palmated  toes,  with  fharp 
claws,  wherewith  he  adheres  ftrongly  even  to 
fmooth  perpendicular  furfaces;  the  eye  is  form¬ 
ed  like  a  cads,  the  pupil  being  long  and  narrow, 
and  ending  above  and  below  in  a  point;  the  eye 
has  a  lingular  and  fafeinating  glare;  and  it  is  al¬ 
together  a  loathfome  and  difagreeable  animal. 
The  wood-flave  is  one  of  the  mod:  venomous 
reptiles  found  in  thefe  iflands.  A  gummy  fluid 
exudes  from  all  his  pores,  which  blifters  and  ul¬ 
cerates  the  ikin  of  thofe  who  touch  it.  And  un* 
der  each  clav/  is  a  final  1  bag  filled  with  a  thick 
blue-coloured  matter,  which  is  faid  to  be  the 
chief  ingredient  ufed  in  the  compofltion  of  the 
famous  Malay  poifon,  well  known,  in  the  Eaft 
Indies. 


The 
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The  common  lizards  are  ufually  from  ten  to 
fifteen  inches  long.  The  ground  lizard  is  com¬ 
monly  of  the  colour  of  the  earth  on  which  it 
creeps  ;  bat  thofe  that  affeft  living  among  trees 
are  always  of  a  vivid  green  like  the  foliage  they 
inhabit.  The  body  of  the  lizard  is  covered  with 
fhining  pellucid  fcales,  that  affume  a  variety  of 
glowing  colours  every  time  they,  move,  befides 
their  having  the  peculiarity  of  turning  as  black 
as  jet  if  frightened.  The  tradition  of  this  rep¬ 
tile’s  being  attracted  by,  and  fafcinated  with,  the 
found  of  mufic,  is  a  fact  of  which,  by  experience, 

I  can  affert  the  veracity.  I  have  frequently* 
when  fitting  in  the  garden,  fung  an  air  in  a  foft 
voice,  which,  in  a  few  minutes,  would  draw  the 
lizards  from  the  fhrubs  and  trees  around  to  the 
fpot  where  I  was  *,  where  they  would  remain 
with  their- little  heads  gently  inclined,  their  eyes 
immoveably  rivetted  to  the  place  from  whence 
the  found  proceeded,  and  their  giohy  fcales  pre- 
feniing  a  thoufand  different  hues  every  moment; , 
but,  as  foon  as  the  air  ceafed,  the  charm  vras 
broke^  and  the  lizards  made  a  precipitate  retreat, 
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and  concealed  themfelves  among  the  bufhes. 
This  experiment  I  have  frequently  tried,  and  ne¬ 
ver  once  found  it  vary  in  its  fuccefs.  Indeed  it  b 
a  well  known  fact  in  the  "Weft  Indies,  that, 
when  the  Negroes  want  to  catch  lizards,  (which 
are  a  wholefome  and  favourite  food  with  them) 
the  art  they  employ  to  allure  them  into  their 
hands  is  whiffling.  All  the  lizard  fpecies  are 
oviparous,  and  lay  a  foft  egg  of  the  confiftence 
of  a  jelly.  A  fmall  kind  0 i frog  is  found  in  this 
ifland.  The  only  reptiles  of  the  ferpent  kind  is 
the  coluber  Jlrlatulur  of  Linnaeus,  and  a  fmall 
catcilia  or  flow  worm.  Both  are  perfectly  harm- 
lefs.  The  former  is  extremely  beautiful,  about 
fix  feet  in  length,  with  a  fmooth  head,  a  ftriated 
coffee-coloured  back,  and  the  belly  of  a  lovely 
xofe  colour. 
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FISHES  f- 

Div.  I.- — Cetaceous  Fijhes 

The  common ,  and  the  beaked  or  fpermacetl 
whale  ;  the  high-finned  cachalot  >  th ^dolphiny  the 
grampus ,  and  the  porpoife « 


Div.  II. — ■ Cartilaginous  FiJJjes .- 

The  yhVzg  r#y,  the  or  ra/Vz  marta 

which  is  of  an  hideous  afpe£l ;  the  body  flat,  a~ 
bout  twelve  feet  in  length,  and  feventeen  in 
breadth  ;  the  mouth  is  four  feet  wide  j  the  bo¬ 
dy  is  about  two  feet  in  thicknefs  •,  the  tail  is 
fourteen  feet  long,  and  tapers  to  a  flne  point. 
Gne  of  thefe  monfters  was  killed  at  Rendezvous 
Bay  in  this  ifland,  and  it  required  feven  yoke  of 
oxen  to  drag  him  on  fhore.  Five  fpecies  of  the 
l hark ,  the  faw-Ji/h>  thQ  unicorn  JiJh}  the  old  wife, 

the 
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the  fea  bat  or  lophius  vefpertilio ,  which,  though' 
an  inhabitant  of  the  ocean,  carries  in  its  form 
the  ftriking  refemblance  of  an  ill-formed  qua¬ 
druped;  the  pectoral  fins  having  exactly  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  feet,  and  terminate  by  little  points 
like  claws.  The  fjhing  frog  or  lophius  pifcatori- 
m ;  feveral  fpecies  of  the  diamond  fijlo  or  oflra- 
cion ,  which  are  extremely  curious  and  beautiful. 
They  are  inclofed  in  a  hard  integument  or  fhell, 
of  a  triangular  fhape,  fometimes  marked  with 
regular  hexagonal  fcales,  and  fometimes  fpotted. 
Several  of  the  fpecies  are  diftinguifhed  by  hav¬ 
ing  one  or  more  horns  placed  either  on  the  head 
or  back.  The  ojlracion  triqueter ,  the  ojlracion  cu¬ 
bitus ,  and  the  os  bicornis ,  are  very  delicate  food.; 
but  the  os  quadricornis  is  poifonous,  and  has  the 
peculiarity  of  ftrongly  intoxicating  the  perfbn 
who  eats  it.  The  toad fijh  or  tetrodon  lagocepha - 
l US)  the  globe  diodon ,  and  the  hedge-hog  fijlo ,  which 
[  have  all  the  faculty  of  fwelling  themfelves  out, 

[  when  touched,  till  their  bodies  referable  an  in¬ 
flated  bladder,  although  their  natural  fhapes  are 

Sender 
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{lender  and  handfome.  The  hippocampus  cr  fea~ 
horje . 

DlV.  III. — ■ Boney  Fifhes v 
Sedlion  I. — Apodal,. 

The  conger  ed^  th  e/p  eckled  eel5  and  the  /word* 

Section  II. — Jugular* 

The  harpjiih  or  calyonimus  lyra* 


Section  III. — Thoracic, 

The  fucking  jijh ,  the  dorado f  the  coryphaene 
(vulgarly  called  the  dolphin the  parrot-fiflj ,  the 
father-lajher>  the  macaw  jijh ,  the  moon-fijls,  the 
angd-ji/h,  the  jew-fl/h,  the  fnapper ,  the  hog-flJhy 
the  pilot  or  rudder  fijlo ,  whitings  bream ,  chubbs , 
the  blue  hind ,  rock  hind }  deep  water  hindy  and  poi» 
fonous  hind >  the  cobler-fljh ,  the  king-fljh,  the  albicore , 
Spanijh  mackarel ?  the  queen  mullet ,  the  bonetta , 
the  cavally.  the  grunt  ^  and  the  flying- gurnard. 
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Se&ion  IV Abdominal. 

The  cat-fJJj ,  the  barracuda ,  which  is  a  fifh  of 
dreadful  voracity,  that  frequently  attacks  and 
devours  the  men  here  when  they  bathe  in  the 
open  fea.  It  is  more  dangerous  to  encounter  the 
barracuda  than  even  the  (hark  \  for  that  fifh, 
having  his  mouth  placed  beneath  a  long  pro¬ 
jecting  fnout,  is  obliged  to  turn  on  his  back  be¬ 
fore  he  can  devour  his  prey,  which  gives  an  op¬ 
portunity,  or  at  lead:  a  chance,  of  efcape,  (for 
many  of  our  bold  fwimmers  carry  cutlafies  in 
the  water  with  them,  and,  while  the  fhark  i$ 
turning,  they  are  fome times  lucky  enough  to 
give  him  a  mortal  blow)  ,  whereas  the  barracu- 
da  is  very  fwift,  comes  with  open  mouth,  and 
has  fuch  prodigious  agility,  that  it  is  impoffible 
to  elude  his  rapacious  jaw.  The  garry  the  doer 
tor-fJ]jy  the  argent'niey  the  fea  pike ,  the  fdver-fijh, 
the  balahuey  and  two  fpecies  of  fyivg-fft>. 

INSECTS; 


The  cockroach  or  hlatta  is  an  infect  of  the 
-order  hemiptera  of  Linnaeus,  and  as  remarkable 
for  its  loathfome  fhape  and  fmell,  as  for  its  mis¬ 
chievous  quality  of  gnawing  books,  linen,  furni¬ 
ture,  &c.  and  extraordinary  fecundity,  every 
egg  it  depofits  producing  nine  and  thirty  young 
ones.  The  cricket  is  like  wife  found  here,  parti¬ 
cularly  that  fpecies  called  the  mole-cricket  or 
grillo  talpa ,  which  always  begins  to  be  prodigi- 
otifly  noify  at  the  approach  of  night ;  and,  if 
one  of  them  chances  to  take  its  ftation  under 
your  bed,  the  fhrill  and  difagreeable  note  it  e- 
mits  will  prove  an  effectual  antidote  againft  deep 
or  red. 


Of  the  order  lepidopierct ,  is  a  very  numerous 
feribe  of  butterflies  5  but  none  of  them  are  re¬ 
markable 
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markable  in  this  ifland  for  their  beauty.  Thet£ 
is  a  very  mifehievous  infect  here  of  the  phalaena 
or  moth  fpecies,  the  eruca  faccharivora ,  which,  in 
its  caterpillar  ftate,  is  called  the  borer,  from  its 
property  of  perforating  the  body  of  the  fugar 
cane,  fucking  out  the  juice,  and  reducing  the 
pith  to  powder.  This  infe£t  has  long  been  a  pefl 
to  the  colonies,  and  it  is  impoflible  to  extirpate 
it.  Repeated  experiments  have  been  tried  for 
the  purpofe  \  but  none  have  yet  fucceeded. 
They  are  fo  extremely  hardy,  that  an  attempt 
was  once  made  to  kill  one  of  them,  by  throwing 
it  in  a  bottle  of  fpirits  of  wine  (an  inflantaneous 
death  to  all  other  infers),  yet  the  borer  was 
found  floating  about,  alive  and  brifk,  nine  and 
thirty  hours  after.  In  form  it  refembles  the 
white  round  maggot  that  breeds  in  the  fhell  of 
the  fllberd. 

Of  the  order  hymenepterdy  is  a  large  fpecies  of 
wild  beey  with  a  bright  orange-coloured  body. 
A  numerous  tribe  of  ants,  of  a  prodigious  fize, 
that  are  of  a  very  deftru&ive  nature,  and  kill 

and 
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and  eat  up  the  little  birds.  The  lion-ant,  0r 
fortmca-leo,  is  found  abundantly  in  the  fandv 
loils  of  Antigua,  where  it  digs  a  funnel-fliaped 
den,  and  there  lies  in  wait  for  files  and  fmall  in¬ 
fects,  of  which  it  makes  its  prey. 


file  blue  ichneumon  tvafp  is  one  of  the  molt; 
beautiful  of  the  winged  infedts  here.  The  body 
and  wings  referable  a  brilliant  blue  foil,  and  the 
long  feelers  that  adorn  the  head  are  of  a  deep 
orange  colour.  The  free  mafon  ivafp  is  fc  do- 
meftic  as  to  buu d  its  nefr,  which  is  made  of  mud, 
or  clay,  m  the  inhabited  chambers  of  houfes, 
and  even  under  the  teller  of  the  beds,  and  is  found 
here.  It  is  very  harmlefs,  and  feldom,  if  ever, 
ftings.  The  moft  troublefome  infe&  in  this 
ifla.nct  is  the  itiuJc/uiio ,  ct  the  order  dipt  era.  rV 
.great  variety  of  infects,  of  the  order  aptera,  in¬ 
habit  Antigua.  That  remarkable  fpecies  of fpi- 
der,  the  phalangium  incaudatum ,  or  crab-fpider, 
as  aTo  the  aranea  avicularia ,  and  the  aranea  vc- 
natoria ,  the  great  hairy  bird-eating  fpider  of  Bra- 
fd,  are  all  natives  of  this  ifland,  A  kind  of  ta- 
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rantula  loo  is  found  here,  which  refides  chiefly 
in  rocky  places  and  among  old  ruins.  The  bite 
occafions  convulfions  and  flranguries,  and  fome- 
t hnes  proves  mortal.  But  the  idea  of  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  being  relieved  by  the  found  of  muflc  is 
perfectly  fabulous.  The  common  domefti cfpi- 
ders  in  this  country  are  of  a  prodigious  fize  *, 
the  bodies  are  black  and  downy  like  velvet,  while 
the  fponges  and  claws  on  their  feet,  and  theii 
eyes,  are  perfectly  diftinguiihable  (from  their 
magnitude)  without  a  microfcope. 


r 


The  fcorpions  here,  though  of  no  great  mag¬ 
nitude,  are  extremely  venomous.  Their  bodie.s 
are  of  a  comprefled  fhape,  covered  with  lamel- 
lated  feales.  They  have  eight  legs,  and  next 
the  head  are  placed  two  long  arms,  terminated 
by  a  pair  of  lharp  indented  nippers.  The  tail 
is  longer  than  the  whole  body;  it  confifts  of  fe- 
veral  joints  of  equal  lengths,  and  at  the  end  of 
them  is  the  fling,  which  is  of  an  incurvated 
fiiape,  and  a  bag  of  poifonous  liquid  is  fufpend- 

Cd  at  the  root  of  it.  The  fcorpion  is  viviparous, 
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and  brings  forth  young  but  once  5  for  the  little 
brood,  in  a  week  or  two  after  their  birth,  fatten 
themfelves  on  their  parent’s  back,  and  fuck  her 
to  death.  This  furious  little  animal  is  frequent¬ 
ly  known  to  fling  itfelf  in  the  head,  when  caught 
alive,  and  confined  without  means  of  efcape. 

Above  feventeen  different  fpecies  of  crabs  are 
found  on  this  ifiand  ;  the  cancer  curfor  or  fand- 
crab  ;  the  cancer  pinnophylax  or  j 'entry  crab  ;  the 
cancer  minutus  or  minute  crab  ;  cancer  ruricolci 
montanus  or  mountain  crab  ;  cancer  moenas  or 
common  crab  ;  cancer  ruricola-  or  land  crab  ;  can¬ 
cer jloridus,  the  florid  crab ,  or  redfhank  ;  cancer 
uca  or  jumbee  crab  ;  cancer  pelafgicus ,  th z  pelafgk 
crab ,  or  Jherrigo  ;  cancer  callapa  or  trunk  crab  ; 
cancer  pagufus  or  black-clawed  crab ;  cancer  longi- 
manus  or  long-armed  crab ;  cancer  fpinifer  or  thor¬ 
ny  crab;  cancer  grapfus  or  rock  crab ;  cancer  arach- 
7ioides  or  fpider  crab  ;  cancer  granulatus  or  rough- 
Jbelled  crab  ;  and  cancer  bernhardus ,  the  foldier , 
or  hermit  crab.  The  lafl  are  remarkable  from 

effabiiihing  their  refidence  in  the  empty  thells  of 
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(■.her  teftaceous  infefls,  and  remaining  in  them 
till  their  fize  increafes  too  much  to  fuffer  their 
continuance  in  it  any  longer;  when  they  choofe 
another  mere  hi i ted  to  their  bulk,  and  leave  the 
()]d  ones  to  younger  inhabitants.  This  change 
is  regularly  made  once  in  a  twelvemonth,  when 
they  ahemble  in  flocks  on  the  fea-fhore,  for  the 

purpofe  of  propagating  their  fpecies  and  cahing 
their  covering. 

The  fan d-lohjler ,  the  trunk-lobfleTy  fea  and  pond 
rra)'  fifth  prawns  and  jhrimps ,  are  found  here  in 
great  abundance.  The  centepe ,  or  fcolopcndra  mor- 
fiansy  is  found  on  this  and  all  the  Caribbee 
idands.  It  is  fifteen  inches  long,  and  the  body 
about  the  thicknefs  of  a  man’s  finger.  It  con- 
hhs  of  a  feries  of  lamellated  feales,  each  fcale 
having  two  legs  affixed  to  it.  The  back  is  of  a 
deep  brown,  growing  paler  towards  the  belly  ; 
the  head  and  tail  are  crimfon  ;  the  former  is 
armed  with  a  pair  of  keen  forceps,  with  which 
they  pinch  moft  feverely.  The  fcolopcndra  ma~ 
nnety  which  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  fea,  is  much 

larger 
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larger  than  the  other,  and  the  touch  of  it  raifes 
blitters  on  the  fkin. 

The  otufcus  phyfodes ,  or  fea-cock roach,  is  about  - 
two  inches  long  ;  it  has  fourteen  feet  without 
nippers  ;  and  the  back  is  covered  with  feven  la- 
mellated  tranfverfe  fcales  or  plates.  This  infeft 
buries  itlelf  in  the  fand,  and  is  often  found1  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  tongue  of  the  green-backed  cavally 
(gafterojleus  Carolinus  Lin.),  where  it  fheds  its 
fpawn,  and  brings  forward  its  young.  Nothing 
but  actual  proof  puts  this  beyond  a  doubt ;  and 
X  have  feen  the  mother  and  her  young  ones  all 
together  in  the  mouth  of  that  hlh.  The  whale 
hufe  is  another  fpecies  of  onifcus.  They  adhere 
to  the  back  of  the  whale  in  multitudes,  and  tor* 
ment  the  unwieldy  animal  with  a  ceafelefs  itch¬ 
ing,  and  often  caufe  him  to  rub  himfelf  for  re- 
lief  againll  the  bottoms  of  fhips  and  large  vef- 
fels.  A  kind  of  iulus}  or  gaily  worm ,  is  found 
here. 
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Soft  Sea  Insects. 

Three  (pedes  of  the  ajcidici ,  or  animal  flower, 
•are  found  adhering  to  the  rocks  in  this  iiland. 
This  extraordinary  animal  is  fomewhat  of  a 
worm  or  grub,  with  a  circular  bunch  of  tentaculae, 
round  its  mouth  ;  this,  when  expanded,  refem- 
tles  a  carnation  or  pink,  and  is  often  of  the  mod 
lively  and  glowing  colours.  A  llender  tube  at»r. 
iached  to  a  rock  contains  the  body  of  the  ani¬ 
mal,  which  appears  like  the  rtalk,  and  into 
which,  when  alarmed,  it  withdraws  its  fpreading 
flower  ;  but  foon  puts  it  forth  again,  as  its  ufe, 
like  a  carting  net,  is  to  inclofe  and  convey  into 
the  mouth  fmaller  infeds  for  its  food.  The 
larger  kind  have  no  tube  or  covering,  but  ad¬ 
here 
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here  to  the  rock  in  holes  and  chinks  by  means 
of  many  thoufand  little  tubes  or  fuckers  placed 
on  all  parts  of  its  body.  The  head  is  adorned 
with  five  fhort  ftalks,  each  forming  a  fmall  ra¬ 
dius  like  an  umbellated  flower,  every  fmall  ra¬ 
dius  compofing  a  part  of  the  larger  one.  The 
colours  of  this  fpecies  of  afcidia  are  generally 
either  brown  or  black. 

The  holothuria  phxfalesy  or  Portuguefe  ma?i  of 
wary  is  often  feen  floating  on  the  fea  near  the 
windward  fhores  of  this  ifland.  It  is  compofed 
of  a  parcel  of  foft  threads  like  feet,  fjfpended 
to  the  bottom  of  a  purple  bladder  almofl  pellu¬ 
cid,  and  full  of  an  acrid  air,  which  bliflers  the 
fkin  if  it  happens  to  burfl  in  the  hand.  Thefe 
holothuriae  are  fingularly  beautiful  when  float¬ 
ing  on  the  furface  of  the  water  in  a  clear  day. 
Of  the  aferias  or  fea-farSy  a  variety  of  kinds 
and  fizes  are  found  here.  The  caput  medufae 
is  the  fined:.  The  reticulata  is  eighteen  inches 
diameter,  and  very  beautiful.  The  echinus y 
or  fea-eggy  is  a  round  or  oval  fhell;  perforated 
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like  the  fined:  fillagree,  and  covered  with  fpines 
on  moveable  joints  (Irongly  adhering  to  the  bo¬ 
dy,  by  means  of  a  nerve  which  runs  through 
them  into  it.  There  are  two  large  perforations 
at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  flidl,  one  of  which 
is  the  mouth,  of  the  animal. 
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PLAN  T  S  f, 

A. 

The  aloes-femper-virens  perfoliata,  or  Barlaches 
aloe,  is  found  in  this  ifland,  from  which  the  well 
known  medicinal  gum  is  prepared.  The  agave 
Americana ,  or  American  aloe,  grows  with  the  ut- 
moid  luxuriance  in  the  Savannas,  and  among 
the  clids  of  tiie  rocks.  The  flower  flem  is  thir¬ 
ty  feet  high,  and  crowned  with  a  profufion  of 
blofloms  difpofed  in  a  pannicle  or  diffufed  fpike ; 
they  are  of  a  fplendid  orange  colour,  and  diiiii 
a  kind  of  honey  or  nedlareous  dew. 

The  amomum-zinziber,  or  ginger  plant,  grows 
wild  in  the  Savannas.  The  root  is  medicinal.* 
and  makes  an  excellent  fweatmqat. 

The 

f  Placed  a’phabetically  according  to  the  Linnaean  names, 
with  veiy  little  variation. 
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The  anacardium-acajou ,  or  caJJjew  treey  is  a* 
low,  wide-fpread ing  tree*,  the  branches  crooked- 
and  ftraggling,-  and  the  leaves  oval  \  the  fruit, 
which  is  called  here  the  cherry ,  is  fomewhat  like 
a  large  apple  ;  it  is  of  a  pale  yellow,  but  the 
iide  that  faces  the  fun  is  ufually  diffufed  with  a 
lovely  blufh  •,  it  has  a  very  fragrant  fmell,  and 
is  full  of  a  rough  aftringent  juice,  which  is  how¬ 
ever  very  pleafant  to  the  tafte.  At  the  top  of 
the  cherry  grows  a  naked  feed,  lhaped  like  a 
iheep’s  kidney,  called  the  cafoew-nut ;  the  ker¬ 
nel  is  eaten  when  roaifed,  and  has  a  very  fine 
flavour.  It  is  envelopped  with  a  thin  fhell,  that 
contains  an  oily  inflammable  fluid,  which  is  very 
cauftic.  The  ladies  in  the  Weft  India  Iflands 
make  ufe  of  it  to  extraft  the  freckles  from  their 
faces.  They  fometimes  fpread  it  all  over  their 
hands,  neck*  and  face  *,  and,  in  a  few  days,  the 
fkin  peals  off  in  great  flakes,  after  which  the 
complexion  appears  for  fbme  time  exquiiifely 
fair,  but  is  more  liable  to  iun-burn  than  ever  ; 
befldes  the  pain  of  this  operation  is  exciuciat- 
ing.  The  milky  juice  of  the  acajou  is  often  em- 
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ployed  to  flam  the  initials  of  a  name  in  linen  ; 
it  leaves  a  jetty  mark  that  will  not  erafe  by 
wafhing.  An  exceeding  fine  gum  exudes  from 
the  bark  of  this  tree  when  perforated. 

A  variety  of  the  annonae  fpecies  is  found  here 
—the  annona-reticulaici)  or  cuflard-apple  ;  the 
annona-muricata ,  or  four/ op-apple  ;  and  the  anno- 
na  glabra ,  or  f  (gar-apple .  The  apocynum-ereElum , 
or  wild  ipecacoan ,  is  one  of  the  hr  on  ge  ft  vege¬ 
table  poifons  in  this  ifiand,  and  often  kills  the 
cattle  if  they  chance  to  bite  the  blofToms. 

The  arundo-bambos ,  or  bamboo-cane ,  grows  to  a 
great  height.  It  has  no  regular  ftem  ;  but  the 
branches  part  and  rife  from  the  root.  They 
are  divided  into  long  joints,  which  are  perfectly 
hollow.  The  leaves  are  lanceolated.  The  bam¬ 
boo-cane  is  a  very  ufeful  plant  for  many  purpo- 
fes.  The  anthelminthia-fpigelia ,  or  worm-grafs. 
The  arum-fa gittifoliuniy  or  dumb-caney  is  of  a 
fubtle  and  poifonous  nature.  The  tafte  of  it  is 
certain  death. 
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The  arum  virginiana ,  or  tannier ,  and  the  a- 

rum-efculcntum ,  or  eddoe,  are  two  excellent  fari- 

% 

naceous  vegetables,  and  a  very  favourite  food 
with  the  Negroes. 

The  aurantium  dulcijjimum ,  or  China  orange 
the  aurantium  amarutn ,  or  Seville  orange  ;  the 
aurantium  maximum ,  or  Jh  a  dock  ;  and  the  auraii - 
tit/m  minor,  or  forbidden  fruit,  are  all  found  here 
in  great  perfection.  The  trees  are  bowed  down 
to  the  ground  above  half  the  year  with  the  load 
of  their  delicious  produce. 

The  anguria  trilobata,  or  4 water  melon.  The 
acacia  mimofa,  or  acacic  buflj,  is  a  fpecies  of fenft- 
live  plant.  It  bears  a  yellow  bloiTom,  that  exhales 
the  mod:  delightful  lmell  imaginable. 

The  adiantum  capillis  veneris,  or  maiden-hair , 
is  indigenous  in  this  bland.  The  ftalk  is  as  black 
as  ebonv,  and  the  leaves  final!  and  oval.  From 
•  his  plant  the  fvrup  of  capillaire  is  extracted. 
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The  bombax , gojjypiuniy  or  filh  cotton  tree,  bears 
an  oblong  fhaped  pod,  containing  a  parcel  of 
long  filaments,  of  a  wonderful  finenefs,  that 
have  a  lovely  glofs  like  filver.  Thefe  are  the 
alae  belonging  to  the  feeds.  This  tree  fupplies 
the  Caribs  with  wood  for  building  their  peri- 
oques  or  canoes,  which  they  cut  out  of  the 
trunk.  It  is  a  light  timber  fit  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe. 

The  bromelia  anana ,  or  pine  apple ,  grows  here 
without  cultivation.  The  bauhinia  purpurea ,  or 
mountain-ebony ,  is  found  here,  but  is  neverthe- 
lefs  extremely  fcarce.  The  bombax-ceiba ,  or  down* 
tree ,  whofe  pod  is  even  more  curious  than  that 
of  the  fdk  cotton ,  is  likewife  found  here.  The 
bromelia  haratas ,  or  pin  quin  y  is  a  fruit  refem- 
bling  a  fmall  cucumber  in  lliape.  It  is  about 
the  thicknefs  of  the  finger,  and  the  ends  fliarp- 
ly  pointed.  It  has  much  the  flavour  of  the  pine¬ 
apple,  but  rather  more  tart  and  poignant. 
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So  numerous  a  tribe  of  the  caEhis ,  or  pric%le~ 
pear  fpecies,  is  found  here,  that  I  have  not  me¬ 
mory  enough  to  enumerate  them.  They  have 
the  peculiarity  of  growing  (fometimes  to  a  vaft 
height)  without  any  regular  -hem.  The  fir  ft 
leaf  that  appears  above  ground  produces  two  or 
three  more  that  grow  out  of  its  top  and  fides  ; 
others  again  proceed  from  thefe,  and  fo  on  ad 
infinitum.  The  leaves  are  (luck  full  of  prickles, 
or  little  darts,  as  line  as  the  fling  of  a  bee.  The 
fruit  is  armed  with  the  fame  weapons  ;  but, 
when  the  outward  lldn,  in  which  they  are 
lodged,  is  peeled  off,  the  Negroes  eat  it.  This 
fruit  is  fhaped  like  a  pear,  and  full  of  a  fweet 
•crimfon  juice,  often  ufed  by  confectioners  to  co¬ 
lour  their  creams,  ices,  &c.  The  Weft  India 
ladies  employ  it  not  only  as  a  dye  for  their  rib¬ 
bons  and  gauzes,  but  alfo  as  one  for  their 
checks. 


The  canella  alba,  or  wild  cinnamon ,  flourifhes 
hvre  with  aftoniihing  luxur  iance.  The  leaf  has 
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a  flrong,  fpicy,  aromatic  take  ;  and  the  ber¬ 
ries  are  delightfully  fragrant.  A  variety  of  the 
capficum  or  red  pepper  bailies  are  found  here. 
The  cedrela  odor at  a ,  or  baft or  d  cedar  ;  and  the 
citrus  medic  a ,  or  citron  tree ,  the  fruit  of  which 
makes  an  excellent  conferve.  The  coccoloba  uvi- 
fcray  or  fea-ftde  grape ,  grows  chiefly  among  the 
cliffs  of  the  rocks  that  overhang  the  fea.  The 
fruit  is  extremely  akringent  and  difagreeable  to 
the  take.  The  cojfea  occidentalism  or  cojfee-bujh , 
grows  in  great  quantities  in  this  ifland.  It  rifes 
to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet.  The  foliage 
is  beautifully  verdant,  and  the  flower  white,  and 
delicate  beyond  defcription.  The  berry  is  red 
when  arrived  at  maturity  ;  its  flavour  is,  howe¬ 
ver,  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  Turkey  coffee. 


The  crefcentia  unicam  or  calabaJJj  tree,  grows  to 
a  great  fize.  Its  branches,  naturally  flexible, 
are  bowed  to  the  ground  by  the  load  of  the  vafl 
fruit  it  bears,  which,  when  arrived  at  maturity, 
is  near  two  feet  in  diameter,  and  of  a  globular 
fhape.  While  on  the  tree  it  is  green  ;  but,  af- 
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ter  it  has  been  plucked  a  few  days,  brown.  The 
pulp  is  four  and  unfavoury  *,  it  is  never  eaten  *, 
and  the  Negroes  extradl  it  carefully  from  the 
ihcll,  in  which  they  ufually  keep  their  liquors 
and  provifions^  it  will  contain  twenty-four  pints 
oi  water,  and  is  notvvithftanding  as  light  and  as 
thin  as  paper. 

The  croton  lacclferum ,  or  phyjic  nut  bujh ,  bears 
a  feed  which  is  medicinal,  and  a<Sh  as  a  power¬ 
ful  emetic.  The  juice  of  the  nut  makes  a  dark 
ftain  on  linen,  that  will  never  erafe  ;  but,  if 
walked,  will  corrode  into  holes.  Quadrupeds, 
and  indeed  every  other  fpecies  of  animal,  have 
fuch  an  antipathy  to  the  phyhc  nut  bulh,  that 
they  never  approach  it,  and,  if  ever  fo  preiled 
with  hunger,  can  never  be  prevailed  on  to  feed 
upon  it. 

The  croton  urens ,  or  tallow  tree.  The  car  lea 
papaya,  or  pap  aw  tree ,  lias  a  fimple,  flrait,  {len¬ 
der  ftem,  which  is  as  hollow  within  as  a  trum¬ 
pet.  The  leaves  arc  large,  palmated,  varioufry 
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cut,  and  {landing  upon  large  foot-ttalks.  The 
fruit,  which  is  orange-coloured,  oval-fhaped, 
and  about  the  fize  of  a  citron,  hangs  in  fever al 
rows  clofe  one  to  another,  and  forms  a  broad 
girdle  all  round  the  ftem  of  the  tree,  juft  under 
the  clutter  of  leaves  :  The  fruit  makes  a  good 
conferve. 

D 

The  diofcorea  bulhifcra ,  or  yam  vine .  The  do- 
l i chics  urens ,  from  which  is  extracted  a  juice  re¬ 
puted  to  be  a  fovereign  remedy  in  worm  cafes. 


The  ficus  religiofia ,  or  Eofi  Lidia  banian  tree. 
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The  gojfypium ,  or  cotton  fierub ,  is  about  nine 
ieet  high.  It  bears  an  oval  pod,  which,  when 
ripe,  fplits  open  in  feveral  partitions,  that  difco- 
ver  the  cotton  or  down  which  enfolds  the  feeds. 
It  is  as  white  as  fnow,  and  in  as  many  flakes  as 
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there  are  cells  or  internal  divifions  in  the  cap- 
fule. 

The  guiacum ,  or  lignum  vitae ,  is  found  here. 
The  bark  is  white  and  gummy,  the  leaves  wing¬ 
ed,  the  bloflbms  of  a  beautiful  violet  colour,  and 
the  berries  are  ufed  as  bitters.  The  rafpings  of 
the  bark  are  likewife  ufeful  in  medicine. 

The  glycine  tomentcja ,  or  wild  liquorice ,  is  a 
fcandent  plant,  with  winged  leaves.  It  bears 
berries  fo  beautiful,  that  the  Weft  India  ladies 
have  them  perforated,  and  wear  them  ftrung 
like  beads  in  necklaces  and  bracelets.  They  are 
about  the  hze  of  a  pea,  oval,  hard,  and,  of  a 
glowing  red  like  coral,  with  a  black  fpot  direct¬ 
ly  in  the  middle.  The  guilandia  moringa ,  or  yel¬ 
low  nickar ,  which  likewife  bears  a  beautiful  ber¬ 
ry  like  polifhed  marble,  worn  in  earings,  and 


as  tahels  to  watch-chains,  &c. 
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The  hypomane  laBefcens ,  or  manchineel  tree , 
grows  chiefly  by  the  banks  of  the  fea.  Its  ver¬ 
dure,  its  foliage,  and  the  beautiful  apple  it  bedrs, 
would  render  it  the  mo  ft  delightful  tree  within 
the  Tropics,  were  it  not  perhaps  one  of  the  mod: 
deftru&ive.  The  bark  is  filled  with  a  thick, 
clammy,  laclefcent  fluid,  which  is  fo  fubtile  a 
poifon  that  the  Caribs  and  Indians  dip  the 
points  of  their  arrows  in  it  when  they  wifh  the 
wounds  they  inflidb  to  prove  mortal.  The  very 
foliage  of  the  tree  is  fo  venomous,  that,  if  you 
feek  flicker  under  its  branches  in  a  fhower  of 
rain,  the  drops  that  chance  to  fall  on  you,  if 
they  have  touched  the  leaves,  will  blifler  your 
fkin.  The  manchineel  apple  is  certain  death,  if 
eaten.  The  wood  of  this  tree  is  fuperior,  with 
refpefl  to  hardnefs,  polifh,  and  colour,  as  well 
as  hnenefs  of  grain,  to  the  beft  mahogany.  The 
hymenaea  courbar ,  or  locujl  tree.  The  hibifeus  ef~ 
culentus ,  or  ocro.  The  hura  crepitans ,  or  fand - 
box  tree>  is  remarkable  for  the  fruit  it  bears, 
which  is  about  the  fize  of  an  orange,  of  a  glo¬ 
bular 
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bular  comprefled  fhape,  and  divided  into  feveral 
cells,  from  about  ten  to  twelve  in  number,  each 
cell  inclofing  a  flat  feed.  The  fand-box  is  an 
entire  hard  fhell,  without  any  pulp  }  the  cells 
are  divided  by  thin  membranes.  When  the 
fruit  is  ripe,  it  fplits  and  falls  from  the  tree, 
and  the  feeds  are  fcattered  to  a  great  diftance 
round  it.  The  fand-box  fplits  with  prodigious 
elafticity,  and  accompanied  with  a  noife  as  loud 
as  the  report  of  a  piftol.  The  centre  of  this 
extraordinary  capfule  is  hollow,  and  perforated 
with  a  number  of  little  points  at  the  top,  which 
has  applied  to  it  the  name  of  fand-box,  as  it  can  be 
adapted  to  that  purpofe  extremely  well.  The  feeds 
of  this  fruit  are  very  purgative.  The  haematoxylon 
campechenfis ,  or  logwood ,  fo  much  in  requefl  for 
the  fine  purple  dye  it  produces,  is  found  abun¬ 
dantly  on  this  ifland.  The  leaves  are  winged, 
and  it  bears  a  pale  yellow  blofTom,  fomewhat 
refembling  that  of  the  mignionette  :  The  bark 
diftils  a  very  fine  gum.  The  holcus  major  ajfur- 
gens ,  or  Guinea  grafs ,  is  the  chief  food  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  horfes  and  horned  cattle:  It  is,  in 

that 
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that  refpefl,  one  of  the  moll  valuable  grafles 
cultivated  in  the  Weft  Indies.. 


I 

The  jatropa  manioc ,  or  manhcJz plant ^  rifes  with 
a  ftreight,  ftmple  ftem  to  the  height  of  feven  or 
eight  feet.  The  ftalk  is  nearly  black,  and,  at 
the  top,  it  bears  a  duller  of  dark  palmated 
leaves.  The  root  is -a  deadly  poifonj  yet,  when 
the  milky  liquor  it  contains  is  exprefled  from  it, 
it  is  converted  into  a  bread  called  cajfava:  The 
Negroes  make  it  their  chief  diet,  and  prepare  it 
themfelves,  which  is  done  by  means  of  a  wood¬ 
en  engine,  extremely  ftmple  in  its  conftrudlion, 
and  managed  by  a  wheel,  while  the  manioc  root, 
after  being  thoroughly  peeled,  waffled,  ralped, 
and  pulverized  till  it  is  reduced  to  the  conftft- 
ence  of  faw-duft,  is  prefted  between  two  flat 
boards,  which  Anally  fqueezes  out  the  poifonous 
fluid  :  It  is  then  dried  in  the  fun,  and  baked 
into  large,  flat,  circular  cakes,  which,  when 
tpafted  and  buttered,  are  crifp  and  very  pleafaot 
to  the  tafte.  The  jatropa  ureas ,  or  wild  cajfava* 
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The  laurus  perfea,  or  avocado  pear-tree,  bears  a 
fruit  called  die  vegetable  marrow*  The  name  is 
pei  feel i y  expreftive  of  its  tafte.  It  refembles  a 
common  pear  in  fhape  and  colour;  but  the  pulp 
h  as  foft  as  a  cuftard,  and  melts  in  the  mouth. 
It  is  botn  wholefome  and  nourifhing,  but  too 
iufeious  to  be  eat  in  any  confiderable  quantity. 
The  lilia  jacoboea ,  or  Guernfey  lily,  is  one  of  the 
moft  beautiful  flowers  indigenous  in  this  ifland. 
The  petals  are  crimfon,  powTdered  with  gold 
fpangles^  that  render  a  furprifing  luftre  when 
the  fun  fhines  upon  them. 


M 

The  ryiangifera  mango,  or  mango  tree,  is  one  of 
the  moft  beautiful  in  the  American  world.  The 
foliage  is  extremely  fhady  and  verdant,  and  it 
bears  the  moft  delicious  fruit  imaginable.  The 
tafte  is  highly  aromatic,  and  it  exhales  a  charm¬ 
ing  perfume.  The  mango  is  frequently  fent  to 
Europe  in  pickle.  The  maranta-galango,  or  In¬ 
dian 
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dian  arrow  root,  fprings  from  a  rnoft  valuable 
medicinal  root,  which,  when  pulverized,  is  white, 
and  refembles  fine  {larch  or  hair-powder.  It  is 


thicken  to  a  gelatinous  confiftency,  and  it  is  then 
adminiftered  as  a  remedy  in  dyfenteries  and  ma¬ 
ny  other  Tropical  complaints.  It  is  one  of  the 
moll  wholefome  and  nourishing  foods  imaginable 
for  people  in  a  weak  debilitated  Situation,  or 
Subject  to  nervous  diforders.  This  plant  takes 
its  name  from  being  an  effectual  antidote  againft 
the  venom  of  the  poifoned  arrows  made  ufe  of 
by  the  Caribs. 


'Tile  mufa parad'ifaicay  or  ba?jana  trec^  has  a  flerr 
fo  porous  and  fpongy  that  it  cannot  properly  be 
termed  wood.  It  is  of  a  vivid  green,  foft  and 
pappy,  infomuch  that  the  juice  fpurts  out  on 


the  leaft  preffure.  The  leaves  are  two  or  three 


yards  long,  and  meafure  one  foot  acrols.  They 
afford  an  excellent  {hade,  and  are  alfo  made 
ufe  of  to  ffuff  the  mattreffes  of  beds  in  this 


country,  and  anfwer  that  purpofe  extremely 


well. 
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well.  The  fruit  is  fhaped  fomewhat  like  a  cu¬ 
cumber,  about  five  or  fix  inches  long  *,  it  hangs 
in  clufters  on  a  peduncle  at  the  bottom  of  the 
leaves,  which  grow  in  a  large  bunch  at  the  top 
of  the  tree. 


The  tnuja  Japietitiwi >  or  plantain  ti  eey  bears  fo 
ftrong  a  refemblance  to  the  banana,  that  the 
niceft  eye  can  find  no  difference  either  in  the 
ffem  or  leaves  ;  the  fruits,  however,  are  not 

perfectly  fimilar. 

The  mimofa  JenJitiva ,  or  JenJltive  plant*  fh^ 
momordica  charantia ,  or  cerafee.  The  mammoea 
Americana ,  or  mammee  fappota ,  equals,  if  not  fur- 
paffes  the  Englifh  oak  in  beauty  it  rifes  to  a 
majeftic  height,  and  fpreads  to  a  vaft  circumfe¬ 
rence.  The  foliage  is  of  a  deep  green,  extreme¬ 
ly  thick  and  umbrageous.  It  bears  a  fruit  about 
the  fize  of  a  melon  •,  the  pulp  is  crimfon,  and 
taftes  fomewhat  like  a  carrot,  but  is  fweetei  and 
more  agreeable  to  the  palate. 


OF  ANTIGUA* 


97 


N 

The  mcotiana  tabacuma ,  or  tobacto  plant,  is 

mUch  cultivated  ^  the  Negroes  here,  who  are 
extremely  fond  of  it. 

P 

The  palma  corypha,  or  cabbage  tree,  grows  to 
the  height  of  two  hundred  feet,  and  holds  the 
pre-eminence  in  beauty  as  well  as  loftinefs  over 
every  tree  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  roots  form 
a  mafs  of  fibres  without  any  ramifications.  The 
hem  is  cylindrical,  and  tapers  regularly  to  the 
top,  it  is  Ample,  without  branches;  the  bark  is  of 
an  alh  colour  till  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
mp,  when  it  changes  to  a  deep  green,  and  be¬ 
comes  foft  and  tender  ;  the  leaves  (which  are  a 
competition  between  a  leaf  and  a  branch)  hano 
gracefully  round,  and  referable  a  plume  of  fea! 
thers.  The  ftalk  or  branch  that  fupports  the 
wings  or  partial  leaves  is  twelve  feet  in  length, 
and  the  fmall  ones  between  three  and  four.  The 
bafe  of  the  great  leaf  or  branch  is  folk! ;  it  en¬ 
velopes  and  embraces  the  ftem,  and  is  ufoally 
blanched.  The  Negroes  make  ufe  of  it  as  a 
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cradle  for  their  children.  Irhc  blotto  ms  ai  e  dif- 
pofed  in  a  pannicle,  or  diffiifed  fpike,  placed  at 
the  bottom  of  the  duller  of  leaves.  A  green 
twilled  fpire  rifes  in  the  centre  of  this  duller  ; 
it  is  the  fpathe  that  inclofes  the  young  foliage. 


The  palma  cocos,  or  cocoa  nut  tree,  bears  a 
great  refemblance  to  the  cabbage  tree,  though  it 
is  not  fo  tall,  and  the  Hem  generally  inclines  to 
one  fide.  The  great  branches,  with  their  pin¬ 
nae,  or  partial  leaves,  are  however  perfectly  fi- 
milar  5  but  they  are  fattened  together  at  the 
bottom  with  a  kind  of  web,  interwoven  with 
ttrong  brown  threads  that  grow  out  of  the  tree. 
It  is  very  curious,  and  refembles  that  coarfe  kind 
of  canvas  of  which  the  fails  of  a  Hup  are  con- 
tt  rue  ted.  The  cocoa  nuts  hang  over  this  web 
in  clutters,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  twelve. 
The  firft  covering  of  this  nut  is  a  ttrong  tegu¬ 
ment  compofed  of  rough  brown  threads,  fome- 
what  like  the  web  that  unites  the  bottoms  of  the 
leaves,  but  rather  finer  ;  within  this  is  a  hard 

oval  Ihell,  that  takes  as  fine  a  poliih  as  ebony. 
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and  is  frequently  carved  into  vales,  goblets,  &c. 
This  {hell,  when  the  fruit  is  young,  inclofes  a 
bluifh  jelly,  that  tattes  like  a  fweet  almond,  and 
afterwards  becomes  a  hard  kernel,  which  ad¬ 
heres  all  round  to  the  infide  of  the  fhell,  and  is 
not  more  than  two  inches  thick  ;  the  hollow 
part  contains  about  a  pint  of  a  cool  milky  li¬ 
quor,  extremely  refrefliing  and  grateful  to  the 
tatte- 

Palma,  a  fpecies  of  wild  palm-tree,  is  found 
here,  the  trunk  of  which  is  round,  upright,  and 
{budded  regularly  from  top  to  bottom  with  pro¬ 
tuberances  like  fcales,  which  are  the  vettiges  of 
decayed  leaves.  From  the  top  ittues  a  clutter 
of  leaves  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  that  hang 
round  like  an  umbrella,  with  a  graceful  curve  to¬ 
wards  the  earth.  This  tree  greatly  refembles 
the  palma  phoenix,  or  date  tree;  but  it  does 
not  bear  that  fruit,  neither  is  the  palm  wine  to- 
be  extracted  from  it; 
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rh epalma  camaerops,  or  palmetto  tree,  rifes  to 
the  height  of  fifty  or  fixty  feet.  From  the  upper 
end  of  the  trunk  iffues  a  bundle  of  leaves,  which, 
m  turning  off,  form  a  round  head;  each  leaf 
reprefents  a  fan  five  or  fix  feet  in  expanfion, 
Supported  by  a  ftalk  of  the  fame  length. 

The  palma  elate,  or  mountain  cabbage  tree,  is 
one  of  the  molt  exquifite  vegetables  in  the  world. 
The  parkinfoma-aculeata,  or  Jerufalem  thorn. 

1  hree  fpecies  of  paflfion  flowers  are  found  in 
inis  ifland — the  pnjfflora  caeruleus,  or  blue  paf- 
fl.on  flower the  pajjiflora  maliflormis  is  a  luxuri¬ 
ant  vine,  that  bears  a  fruit  called  the  granadilla, 
and  which  contains  a  cool  jelly,  full  of  feeds,  of 
a  tart  agreeable  flavour.  The  pajflflora-laurifo- 
ha,  fo  called  from  the  refemblance  of  its  leaf  to 
that  of  the  laurel,  bears  a  flower  nearly  refem- 
bhng,  but  not  quite  fimilar  to,  that  of  the  ma- 
hformis.  Its  fruit,  (which  is  called  the  water 
h  mon)  in  fliape,  fize,  and  colour,  refembles  the 
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apricot;  but  the  inflde  is  a  jelly  with  feeds  like 
the  granadilla. 

The  pifonia  aculeate ,  or  fiugrigo.  The  poinci** 
atia  pulcherrimciy  or  Barbadoes  flower  fence ,  is  a 
fbrub  bearing  a  bloflom  not  only  uncommonly 
beautiful,  but  likewife  medicinal. 

The  pfldium  pomiferuni>  or  guava  buflj ,  bears  a 
beautiful  dower  like  that  of  the  myrtle,  but- 
much  larger.  The  fruit  is  about  the  lize  of  2 
tennis  ball,  and  the  pulp  full  of  little  feeds  of  anu 
agreeable  flavour  ;  fome  are  white  and  fome 
crimfon.  The  guava  makes  an  excellent  pre*  - 
ferve,  and  the  young  buds  are  medicinal. 

The  punicay  or  pomegranate ,  is  one  of  the  moil 
beautiful  fhrubs  in  the  American  world.  Its 
branches  are  flender,  almoft  entirely  covered 
with  fmall  green  leaves,  and  fo  flexible  and 
pliant  that  they  are  bowed  to  the  ground  by  the ' 
weight  of  their  own  fruit.  The  flowers  are 
crimfon,  admirably  formed,  and  likewife  medi- 
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cinal.  The  fruit  is  the  pleafantefi:  and  moft 
grateful  imaginable. 


R 

The  ricinus  palma  chrlftl  is  a  fhrub  that  bears 
a  palmated  leaf,  and  large  clutters  of  a  fmall 
round  fruit  or  berry,  which  are  fever  ally  enve¬ 
loped  with  a  green  hufk  armed  with  prickles 
like  the  horfe-chefnut.  The  feed  refembles  a 
common  bean,  and  when  preffed  yields  a  liquor 
called  c  aft  or  oil ,  which  is  ttrongly  purgative,  and 
in  every  refpeCt  a  fafe,  and  almott  infallible,  me¬ 
dicine  in  cafes  of  the  greatefi;  danger.  This 
oil  may  be  reckoned  one  of  the  molt  valuable 
tropical  productions  imported  to  Europe.  Se¬ 
veral  kinds  of  the  rhiziophera ,  or  mangrove  tree , 
are  found  here.  The  ribes ,  or  Weft  India  goofe- 
lerry ,  though  it  fomewhat  refembles  the  Euro¬ 
pean  in  form  and  flavour,  has  the  peculiarity  of 
being  covered  (inftcail  of  the  foft  hairy  down) 
with  a  number  of  little  green  leaflets  that  grow 
out  of  the  pulp. 


s 


The  faccharum  arundoy  or  fugar-cane^  is  a  fpe- 
cies  of  reed,  divided  into  joints  two  or  three  tj 

inches  long,  and  filled  with  a  pith  that  yields  I 

the  fweet  juice  or  fyrup,  which  is  afterwards  (by  1 

a  long  and  tedious  procefs)  converted  into  fu- 
gar.  The  body  of  the  cane  is  yellow,  and  co- 
vered  with  a  fine  down  or  hair  ;  the  leaves  are 
long,  lerrated,  and  pointed  at  the  end.  The 

fugar-cane  is  fifteen  months  from  the  time  of  1 

growing  till  fit  to  cut,  and  ripe  for  the  mill.  It  ] 

is  then  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  height.  The 
Jloania-dentata ,  or  fappadilla  tree ,  bears  a  fruit 

with  a  foft  juicy  pulp,  extremely  cool  and  re-  '  1 

freftiing  to  the  palate.  The  fmilax  China,  or 

China  plant,  fo  remarkable  for  its  prodigious  fo-  -  I 

liage,  grows  in  great  perfection  on  this  ifland.  ’  J 

rI  he  Swietania  mahogani ,  or  mahogany  tree  ;  the 
folanum  lycoperjicum ,  or  tomata  ;  the  folanum  Ba¬ 
hama  fe,  or  mad-apple ;  the  folanum  melongena ,  or 
cockroach  apple ;  the  folanum  Virginiacum ,  or  can¬ 
ker  berry  ;  and  the  folamnh  ovfera ,  or  egg  plant . 
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The  tamarindus  AmericanuSy  or  tamarind  tree , 
grows  to  the  fize  of  our  Englifh  chefnut  trees < 
The  branches  are  {lender,  flexible,  and  bear  a 
fmall  winged  leaf,  of.  a  delightful  verdure.  The 
foliage  is  thick,  and  affords  a  charming  um¬ 
brage.  The  fruit,  which  grows  in  long  flat  pods, 
is  too  acid  to  be  eat  in  its  natural  ftate,  but 
makes  a  very  good  fweetmeat,  and,  when  mix-- 
ed  with  water,  is  a  pleafant  and  wholefome  be¬ 
verage.  The  iypha  anguf folia ,  or  red  mace>  is 

found  here.  . 


The  Linnaean  Names  of  the  following  Plants  are 

unknown. 

The  pomme  rofe  tree  bears  a  beautiful  apple,, 
about  the  flze  of  a  golden  pippin,  which  ex- 
hales  a  charming  odour  like  that  of  a  rofe,  but, 
if  poflible,  fwceter.  The  franche  pan  is  a  lac- 
tefeent  fhrub,  that  grows  with  prodigious  luxu¬ 
riance  here.  The  branches  are  Hr ong  and.  cy¬ 
lindrical  *,  the  leaves  of  a  light  green,  {haded 

with 
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with  dark  brown  ftripes  ;  the  flower  is  fhaped 
like  that  of  the  jeflamine,  but  confiderably  lar« 
ger  ;  the  petals  are  embellifhed  with  the  gloffy 
meal  that  is  feen  on  thofe  of  the  auricula  ;  the 
infide  of  the  corolla  is  white,  but  the  tranfpa- 
lcncY  of  tiie  petals  faintly  tinge  it  with  the  rofy 
hlufh  that  colours  the  outfide.  This  flower  has 
like  wife  a  delightful  perfume.  The  conque  nut 9 
which  grows  on  a  vine,  refembles  the  walnut  in 
fhape  and  colour  ;  but  the  infide  is  a  jelly  full 
of  feeds.  The  bell  buJJj  is  a  pretty  fhrub,  that 

bears  a  yellow  funnel-fhaped  flower.  The  ftalks 
are  ladfefcent. 

Thus  fpring  the  living  herbs ,  profufely  wild \ 

O'er  all  the  deep  green  earthy  beyond  the pow’r 
Of  botanijls  to  number  up  their  tribes. 
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